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Naval Shipyard

Management & Technical Consulting Services

Independent Strategic Management Solutions, Inc.

is a management and engineering consulting company that helps
government and private organizations to effectively address
challenges while balancing competing priorities. We have extensive experience servicing the nuclear
industry, including the nuclear navy shipyards, commercial nuclear power industry, and Department
of Energy (DOE) weapons and environmental clean-up programs. We also specialize in providing
engineering and operational support for the maintenance, overhaul, refueling, defueling, and testing
of naval nuclear propulsion plants. This support includes: preparing and reviewing technical work
documents; assisting with operational, startup, commissioning and test readiness reviews; conducting
training; performing independent audits and assessments; and ensuring robust work control, work
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As a member of the first engineering group of the Basic
Advance Industrial Management (BAIM) used on a
non-nuclear surface craft, Mr. Steinhoff provided the
lessons learned to aid in the development of nuclear
products currently used in the BAIM successor,
Advance Industrial Management (AIM).

Our company is distinguished
by our diverse team of former
professionals and managers,
industry specialists, and nationally
recognized engineers and scientists.
We provide objective and pragmatic
solutions and guidance to assist
our clients in delivering quality
and sustainable results safely,
consistently and cost-effectively.

DUN & Bradstreet Number: 078636196 CAGE: 6SRM5
NAICS Codes: 336611, 541690, 541330, 541620, 541990, 541618, 541611, 541712, 561210, 561320, 562910, 611430, 611699
A woman owned and disadvantaged small business certified by the SBA as an 8(a) firm | SeaPort-e Prime Contractor

With new government policies on hazardous waste and
hazardous waste with radioactivity (mixed waste), Mr.
Steinhoff, with an associate engineer, complied and
authored a procedure that provided a central instruction
that explained the government policies, described what
is considered hazardous waste and mixed waste, and
provided processes to determine how to identify, tag,
and handle, from point of origination to shipyard
facilities, that process these wastes. This central
instruction was used for several years until the nuclear
program incorporated it into it’s corporate manuals.
Mr. Steinhoff holds a B.S degree in Electronics Engineering Technology from DeVry Institute of Technology.
James Wicks – Mr. Wicks has over 46 years
of related experience and is a recognized senior
engineering manager with demonstrated
success in operations, maintenance and
engineering in both nuclear and nonnuclear
naval systems and Department of Energy federal and
contractor missions at Hanford, WA. He is highly skilled
in managing and technically supporting the development
of new and existing systems and projects, and providing
the engineering and maintenance support to upgrade
existing systems and facilities as demonstrated by his
performance as the Director of the NAVSEA Shipyard
Representative’s Office at Pearl Harbor and at the
Department of Energy’s Hanford Site. As a 24-year
naval veteran, he is thoroughly familiar with navy

submarine and surface warfare vessels. Mr. Wicks also
provides in-depth capabilities in nuclear safety and
conduct of operations, in addition to the ability to work
with environmental regulators to ensure compliance with
state and federal laws and regulations.
Jim established the Naval Sea System Command
(NAVSEA) Shipyard Representative’s Office (NSRO)
at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard as its first Director. The
position reported to Vice Admirals Peter Nanos and
Paul Sullivan, Commander, Naval Seas System
Command (NAVSEA). Responsibilities included
oversight of naval shipyard non-nuclear engineering
and production shops. Additional responsibilities
included oversight of dry dock operations and
preservation and oversight of radiographic non-destructive testing laboratories. He provided independent
review and assessment of naval shipyard non-nuclear
operations. Mr. Wicks qualified as Inspector General
Team leader for assessing the Navy’s field engineering
offices at shipyards, and as a supervisor of shipbuilding
locations and is qualified as a SUBSAFE program
assessor.
Jim is a twenty-four year naval veteran filling
progressively challenging leadership roles in positions
including Repair Officer, Chief Engineer, Submarine
Command Staff Officer, and Radiological Controls
Officer. Mr. Wicks retired May 1992 as a Commander
(O-5). His professional qualifications include Submarines, Surface Warfare, and Engineering Duty Officer
with sub-specialties in nuclear engineering, Marine
Engineering, Docking Officer, and Naval Intelligence.
He has a Master’s Degrees in Nuclear Engineering and
Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering from Purdue University.
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was responsible for addressing and evaluating compliance with government regulations at commercial
nuclear reactor facilities. Mr. Sorensen has an inactive
top secret clearance.
Mark Spears - Mr. Mark Spears was the
President and Group Chief Executive of the
Nuclear Business Group for CH2M HILL,
and responsible for the safe delivery of
nearly $1 billion per annum for nuclear
projects. Mark had full financial and operational
responsibility for Nuclear Business Group performance and was accountable for the safe, high-quality
delivery of all nuclear-related activities for the firm.
Under his direction, the CH2M HILL Nuclear
Business Group served worldwide, commercial, and
government nuclear industries, successfully delivering
large, complex projects in the areas of liabilities
management, fuel cycle, power generation, and
nuclear facility infrastructure management.
Mark has 34 years of experience with increasing
levels of responsibility in the nuclear operations and
decommissioning industry. This includes 20 years in
field nuclear operations with 14 years senior
leadership experience in nuclear operations/decommissioning. Early in his career he was certified by the
U.S. Navy as a nuclear power plant operator, including reactor theory and principles, physics, chemistry,
and metallurgy. He also provided oversight to naval
reactor construction, testing, operations, and refueling
both for Naval Reactors (NR) at HQs and in the field.
Mark provided overall executive leadership of CH2M
HILL’s nuclear work in the UK, including decommissioning activities at Windscale, Harwell, Winfrith and
Dounreay, and operational improvement activities at
Aldermaston for the refurbishment of key operational
and safety systems used in the management of nuclear
materials and disposition of waste.
Mark also provided senior oversight of the management and operation of the DOE HLW Tank Farms
Program, where major activities involved the safe,
efficient operations, retrieval, processing and
disposition of high-level liquid tank waste resulting
from numerous nuclear fuel reprocessing activities,
primarily PUREX, REDOX, and TRUEX chemical
processes. In addition, he oversaw major nuclear
liabilities management activities for the Idaho Cleanup
Program, decommissioning and demolition at the
Savannah River Site and the Hanford River Corridor
Closure project, and environmental restoration and
waste management at the Nevada Test Site, as well as
the recently completed Miamisburg Closure Projects.
Previously, Mark served as President and Chief
Executive Officer of CH2M HILL Hanford Group, Inc,

responsible for executive management and direction of the
management and retrieval of waste from Hanford’s 177
underground storage tanks, which hold 53 million gallons
of radioactive and chemical waste. Earlier, he was
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of
Kaiser Hill Company, LLC, responsible for all day-to-day
activities at the $7 billion U.S. Department of Energy
Rocky Flats Closure Project. Mr. Spears has an inactive
top secret clearance.
Darren Steinhoff - Mr. Darren Steinhoff has
over 30 years of experience and specialized
training in naval nuclear propulsion plant
electrical and electronics equipment. He
specialized in maintenance, planning,
installation, and testing of a wide spectrum of naval
nuclear electrical and electronics equipment. He was
successful in the overall coordination of ship alterations
and modifications on nuclear electrical and electronics
equipment, from cradle to grave, installed in nuclear
submarines and surface ships.
His experience includes 4 years as an assistant test
engineer, testing nuclear propulsion plants; 2 years as
a Radiological Controls Auditor, reviewing and
providing recommendations on radiological controls
practices; and over 25 years as a Lead Nuclear
Electrical and Electronics Engineer. This included
providing: oversight; coordination of engineering
codes, trade shops and vendors; and solutions in the
planning and execution of overhauls and modernization
of nuclear propulsion electrical and electronics
equipment and systems. He designed nuclear support
equipment that monitored naval nuclear plant parameters during ship availabilities and resolved performance
issues associated with these equipment and systems,
many of which continue to be used to aid in the
monitoring of nuclear systems during delicate and
critical operations on ship availabilities.
Mr. Steinhoff served as a Lead Electrical Engineer on all
688 class ships stationed at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
(PHNSY) and Intermediate Maintenance Facility (IMF),
where he managed and provided on-deck engineering
direction on the installation of several new nuclear
electrical and electronic equipment and systems that
were completed ahead of schedule and within budget.
In the nuclear testing branch, he served as a 688 class
pre-planner in a pilot group working on the
maintenance and test package for an overhaul. The
processes developed by this pilot group were incorporated as the functions of the Pre-planning Chief Test
Engineer position for all Navy availabilities at PHNSY
and the process outputs are used in the Advance
Industrial Management (AIM) for Test Readiness.
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Shirley J. Olinger – Ms. Shirley
Olinger is the President and
founder of a newly formed
management and engineering-consulting company
servicing the nuclear, environmental, national security,
defense, and energy industries.
Ms. Olinger has over thirty years
of combined nuclear experience in the Department
of Navy and Department of Energy (DOE)
managing, leading, and performing various nuclear
design, engineering, analysis, and safety policy
development and oversight activities for a wide
variety of programs, facilities, and operations. She
has directed projects that employed more than 5,000
employees with a budget of $1.1 billion per year.
She started her nuclear career at Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard in both the Nuclear Engineering
Department (Code 2300) and the Radiological
Controls Division (Code 105). As a nuclear manager
at Pearl Harbor, she was responsible for providing
engineering and technical support for the overhaul,
refueling, defueling, and testing of naval nuclear
propulsion plants.
Throughout her 25 year career with the Department
of Energy at DOE-HQ, Rocky Flats, Richland Field
Office, and the Office of River Protection, she has
directed nuclear safety, criticality safety, fire
protection, radiological protection, industrial
hygiene, occupational safety and health, quality
assurance, and emergency preparedness programs.
Most notably, Ms. Olinger was the manager of the
DOE’s Office of River Protection where she was
responsible for the safe interim storage, retrieval,
and construction of the world’s largest radiochemical processing facility that will treat and dispose of
53 million gallons of radioactive and chemical
waste left over from the production of nuclear
weapons at the Hanford Site.
Ms. Olinger has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from
University of Hawaii/Purdue University, was a DOE
Senior Technical Manager during her DOE career,
attended the Naval Nuclear Power School at Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard, and holds an active top
secret (“Q”) clearance.

David Amerine – Mr. David Amerine has
more than 45 years of experience in the
nuclear industry. He began his distinguished
career in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard,
assigned to a nuclear submarine undergoing
overhaul. After seven years in the Navy and completing doctoral work in nuclear engineering, Amerine
became an operator on the Fast Flux Test Facility, a
prototype breeder reactor. While there, he rose through
various levels of supervision, management, and executive positions of increasing responsibility and diversity.
He possesses a proven track record of managerial and
program management accomplishments, successfully
directing successively larger, more complex organizations and projects as he moved into the executive
ranks. He ultimately became recognized in the nuclear
industry for his expertise in project management, in
conduct of operations, and in establishing safety
conscious work environments.
He was a member of the leadership team or the leader
brought in to recover eight different troubled nuclear
plants or projects. The most recent accomplishment, as
president of the company, was restoring stakeholder
confidence and reinstatement of the NRC operating
license Nuclear Fuel Services, the sole provider of the
Navy’s nuclear fuel.
He has participated in or led numerous investigations
of project management, safety culture, nuclear safety,
engineering, or operations-related problems of nuclear
facilities in both the DOE nuclear and commercial
nuclear environments.
Mr. Amerine holds a B.S. in Math and Nuclear Physics
from the Naval Academy, a M.S. in Management
Science from the Naval Post Graduate School, an
executive MBA certificate from Harvard, and the
aforementioned doctoral work at Oregon State University. He has an inactive top secret clearance.
Richert Au Hoy – Mr. Richert Au Hoy has
more than 42 years of ship maintenance
experience, including 11 years of naval
shipyard experience.
For five years at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
(PHNSY), Mr. Au Hoy served as Chief Test Engineer
during a number of overhauls for surface combatants.
This position required developing detailed knowledge
of ship steam propulsion systems and their supporting
components, then developing test procedures and
acceptance criteria for certifying shipyard work from
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very limited technical documentation. The formal test
program culminated in a sea trial that verified the ship
could achieve full power for a four hour period.
For the remainder of his time at PHNSY, Mr. Au Hoy
worked as a nuclear Shift Test Engineer for numerous
submarine overhauls, refuelings and maintenance
availabilities and as a Chief Test Engineer for two
selected availabilities. These positions required
qualifying for S3/4W, S5W, and S6G classes of
nuclear submarines to conduct nuclear testing under
the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program.
As a General Engineer at COMPACFLT, Mr. Au Hoy
served as Submarine Program Manager, responsible
for the planning, programming, budgeting and execution of depot maintenance at the four naval shipyards
for nuclear submarines assigned to the Pacific Fleet.
This required a detailed knowledge of Capability
Plans, which justified the number of mandays Puget
and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyards proposed to execute
in the future budget year. As program managers
(submarine, Puget, and Pearl Harbor), it was his
responsibility to validate the proposed work, sometimes shifting funds from surface and aircraft carrier
maintenance as necessary to accomplish the work
considered to be mission critical, as well as deferring
and deleting work that did not meet that criteria.
For the past five years, Mr. Au Hoy was also
responsible for preparing and personally briefing the
Fleet Commander daily on the significant material
issues that could impact current and future Fleet
operations for submarines and surface combatants.
Mr. Au Hoy analyzed detailed reports commonly
known as CASREPS (Casualty Reports) and created
succinct information that would allow the Fleet
Commander to understand the current status of his
operational forces.
Mr. Au Hoy has also taught several classes of Introductory Physics to second year apprentices at PHNSY.
Mr. Au Hoy has significant experience and background
in nuclear and non-nuclear ship propulsion systems. He
holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and M.S. in
Electrical Engineering from the University of
California, Davis Campus. He also holds a B.B.A. in
Accounting from the University of Hawaii and is a
graduate of the Army War College. Mr. Au Hoy has an
inactive secret clearance and previously held a top
secret clearance.

Herb Berman – Mr. Herb Berman brings
more than 42 years of experience in the
management, supervision and performance
of nuclear/radiological work, and the
establishment of appropriate safety basis,
conduct of operations and engineering controls in a
working plant environment, and clean-up of radiological waste. As Head Nuclear Engineer and then Nuclear
Engineering Manager at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,
Mr. Berman was responsible for all technical,
operational and testing issues involving reactor plant
matters (i.e., conduct of operations, testing, modification, maintenance, overhaul, and refueling) for nuclear
vessels in the shipyard and for associated shipyard
support facilities. Mr. Berman directed the activities
of the Nuclear Engineering Divisions to support
refueling, overhaul, maintenance and testing of nuclear
vessels, and the supporting activities associated with
Quality Engineering and Radiological Engineering.
Along with his distinguished career in Chief Engineer
positions at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, the DOE
Rocky Flats Plant, the DOE Pantex Plant, and the
DOE Hanford Tank Farms, he is recognized for
“turning around” the performance of nuclear
engineering and operations organizations.
He has directed numerous investigations of nuclear
safety, radiological process chemistry, engineering and
operations-related problems with nuclear and other
hazardous materials, radiological waste handling and
storage, and industrial and nuclear facilities, and
operations safety basis. He has also been instrumental
in establishing and maintaining a viable nuclear safety
culture in both the engineering and operations organizations under his control. Mr. Berman also possesses a
proven track record of technical, managerial and
program management accomplishments, successfully
directing successively larger, more complex
organizations and projects.
Mr. Berman has significant experience and background in metallurgy and materials failure analyses.
He holds a B.S. in Metallurgy and Materials Science
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
completed his doctoral coursework in solid state
physics at the University of Pennsylvania and has an
inactive top secret clearance.
Dave Brown – Mr. Dave Brown has more
than 40 years of nuclear industry experience,
including nearly 15 years of naval shipyard
experience. At Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,
he served as reactor plant Chief Test Engineer during two nuclear submarine refueling overhauls. He also served as project engineer for subma-
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While assigned to the California and Enterprise as a
Nuclear Mechanical Operator, Mr. Smith qualified for
numerous watch stations associated with his rank,
including Engine Room Supervisor and Engineering
Watch Supervisor.
Mr. Smith was hired by Code 2340, the Nuclear
Engineering Department’s testing organization, at PSNS
in 1981. He initially qualified as a Shift Test Engineer
(STE) on S5W reactor plants. As the shipyard work
shifted to other reactor plant designs, he expanded his
qualifications as STE to include C1W, S6G and S8G
reactor plants. As the STE, he was responsible for
establishing nuclear plant conditions to perform repairs
or modifications and for conducting acceptance testing
following completion of repairs or modifications. While
maintaining these qualifications, he filled a number of
supervisory positions including Assistant Chief Test
Engineer (ACTE) for Steam Generator Chemical
Cleaning (SGCC), Planning Assistant Chief Test
Engineer (PACTE) for S5W reactor plant inactivation,
and PACTE for S8G refueling overhauls. As the
PACTE, he represented the Chief Test Engineer and
served as a member of the Joint Test Group in matters
regarding the review and approval of technical documents used to establish plant conditions for refueling
and subsequent criticality testing. Mr. Smith served as
the PACTE for numerous S8G projects including the
first Ohio class refueling and conversion. Mr. Smith also
participated as a Shift Test Supervisor for initial criticality testing on the first two Trident Class refuelings.
In addition to filling the STE role in the shipyard,
Mr. Smith was assigned as the Nuclear Test Engineering Representative (NTER) for shipyard work at
remote sites. As the NTER, he served as the Shipyard
Representative responsible for work authorization,
testing and operation for nuclear work performed
outside the confines of the shipyard. He supported final
certification of work and testing in accordance with
naval standards. While acting as the NTER, he completed numerous assignments at Point Loma, California
on Los Angeles Class submarines, at Kings Bay,
Georgia on Trident Class submarines, and at the Navy’s
nuclear prototype site at Kesselring, New York.
Frequently, he interfaced directly with NAVSEA 08 to
resolve issues not specifically addressed in NAVSEA
approved documents during planning and execution of
the project.
Mr. Smith retired from PSNS in 2008 and has an
inactive secret clearance.

2

Bill Smoot – Mr. Bill Smoot has over 40
years of experience in the nuclear industry,
including at the naval shipyards and the
DOE Hanford Site. While with naval
reactors at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,
he provided oversight of all phases of the overhaul of
naval nuclear propulsion plants ensuring naval
standards were met. Mr. Smoot was responsible for
oversight of the shipyard’s Radiological Controls and
Reactor Defueling programs at Pearl Harbor.
At the DOE Hanford Site, Mr Smoot was the Director
of Quality Assurance and was later promoted to
Assistant Manager of Radiological Safety and
Standards. He has extensive experience in developing
and implementing quality assurance, radiological
control programs for nuclear facilities and operational
oversight. Most notably, he wrote the basis for DOE
Radiological Control Manual and the Implementation
and Training Guide for Commercial Grade Dedication.
Mr. Smoot has developed, implemented, and lead
robust oversight programs that included reviews of
both DOE and contractor programs for Radiological
Controls, Quality (NQA-1 and OCRWM), Safety and
Health, Construction Safety, Conduct of Operations,
and Price Anderson Amendment Act implementation
and compliance. Mr. Smoot has also functioned as a
Mentor for Conduct of Operations and Radiological
Controls program implementation for CH2M HILL in
support of the Tank Farms and Plutonium Finishing
Plant D&D activities. Mr. Smoot has an active top
secret clearance.
Chris Sorensen – Mr. Chris Sorensen has
32 years of experience in operations and
assessment of multiple aspects of a wide
range of nuclear facilities including naval
reactors, commercial reactors and various
high-hazard DOE nuclear facilities. Mr. Sorensen
qualified as a Shift Test Engineer at Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard and was on the overhaul of 4 naval
nuclear propulsion plants. Mr. Sorensen’s
responsibilities included providing safe isolation and
working conditions for maintenance activities as well
as conducting postmaintenance testing.
As an STE, Mr. Sorensen has directed every aspect of
testing and operation of submarine reactor plants, from
resin discharges, to cold operations (including primary
plant hydrostatic testing), establishing and maintaining
freeze seals, hot operations, initial criticality, and
power range testing. At DOE, Mr. Sorensen worked as
a Facility Representative providing operational
oversight of facility operations. As a Senior Resident
Inspector for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, he
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Facilities in the Puget Sound area, and directing the
activities of two health physicists and four technicians.
During a career at the USEPA Seattle office he served as
Radiation Program Manager and Superfund Remedial
Project Manager with EPA oversight of radioactive air
emission compliance at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and
DOE sites Hanford and INL, Superfund cleanup
activities at Hanford and INL ( including the Naval
Reactors Facility), CERCLA radiological risk assessment, emergency planning and exercises at the Columbia Generating Station nuclear plant, and development
of emergency plans for radiological dispersal devices
and improvised nuclear devices.

After the Ford Island project, Mr. Saget was the project
manager for Hawaiian Dredging Construction Company’s construction of a $118M fixed-price 120-MW
Simple-Cycle Combustion Turbine Power Plant for
Hawaiian Electric Company at Barbers Point on Oahu.
He was responsible for subcontract and cost management, directing superintendents and project staff,
oversight of QA/QC program, maintenance of the
project schedule, and subcontractor oversight. The
scope included the power plant, a 3-story control/admin
building, a water plant, eight large storage tanks, and
two miles of piping.

He was the principle author of Planning for the Worst
in Washington State (Health Physics, January, 2009)
and contributed to Planning Guidance for Response to
a Nuclear Detonation (Homeland Security Council,
January 2009). Mr. Poeton holds an M.S. from Oregon
State University in Radiological Health. He has
inactive top secret and (“Q”) clearances.

Mr. Saget resides in Hawaii. He has an M.F.A. (Master
of Fine Arts) in Professional Writing from University
of Southern California and a B.A. in regulatory affairs
from Washington State University. He is certified in
Occupational Safety and Health Management by the
Institute of Safety Systems Management at USC, is a
certified American Society of Quality (ASQ) Auditor,
and a certified ASME NQA-1 Lead Auditor.

Cory Saget – Mr. Saget has more than 40
years experience on large-scale commercial
and government construction projects. He has
served as a Project Manager, Senior
Construction Manager, and Site Superintendent for the DOE, Navy, and commercial entities.
Mr. Saget has over 15 years of nuclear experience at
DOE’s Hanford Site, where he served as a Regulatory
Affairs Manager, QA Manager, Construction Manager,
Health and Safety Lead, and QA Auditor. Mr. Saget
has more than 10 years’ experience in Quality Assurance and Health and Safety in support of large-scale
construction projects. Areas of expertise include
Earthwork and Roads, Electrical and Telecommunications Distribution, Power and Industrial Systems,
Commercial Buildings, Dams and Bridges,Environmental Remediation, and Water Treatment Plants.
Early in his career, Mr. Saget progressed through craft
ranks working as a Class A Union Iron Worker,
Carpenter Foreman, and Superintendent on projects in
California. Relocating to Hawaii, he was a Site Superintendent supervising construction activities for
the U.S. Navy’s $84M Ford Island Master Development Project at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. Activities
included horizontal directional drilling for telecom
subsea crossing, 5 miles of fiber optic cable, 29 miles
of 15 kv cable, 14 miles of asphalt and concrete road
demolition, 2 miles of road resurfacing, 3 miles of
new roads, sewers and lift stations, and construction
of the Ford Island Conference Center (formerly Ford
Island Theater).

Gary Schuetz – Mr. Gary Schuetz has over
40 years of management and technical
experience in the nuclear industry. Following
his service in the U.S. Navy nuclear submarine program, he qualified as a Shift Test
Engineer at the Mare Island Naval Shipyard. His
responsibilities included providing safe isolation and
working conditions for maintenance activities as well
as conducting postmaintenance testing.
At the DOE Rocky Flats site, Mr. Schuetz performed
operational oversight of plutonium processing
operations, and also provided project oversight of key
projects which lead to the closure of the site. He
continues to provide results-oriented management and
technical support to senior project managers at several
DOE EM nuclear cleanup sites. He has an inactive top
secret clearance.
Randy Smith – Mr. Randy Smith has over 35
years of experience in Naval Nuclear Power
Plant operations, maintenance, and testing.
He served in the U.S. Navy from 1972 to
1981. He completed Machinists Mate “A”
School, Nuclear Power School, and Nuclear Prototype
training on the A1W prototype before being assigned to
the USS California (CGN36) in Norfolk, Virginia.
After a three-year tour on the nuclear cruiser,
Mr. Smith completed the Navy’s cryogenics school for
LN2 and LO2 plants. His last active duty was on the
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) as it entered a major overhaul at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS) in 1979.
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rine reactor inactivations and was the division director
for the Nuclear Test Procedure Preparation Division and
recognized as Federal Employee of the Year by the
Honolulu Pacific Federal Executive Board.

processing facilities, nuclear and environmental laboratories, low-level and mixed waste burial grounds, treatment
and storage facilities, transuranic waste retrieval and
repackaging activities, and safety basis documentation.

At the DOE, Hanford Site, Mr. Brown was certified as
a nuclear quality assurance lead auditor under the
requirements of NQA-1 continually since 1987 with
knowledge of all aspects of Quality Assurance (QA),
and has been recognized as an expert in computer
software QA. He also served as lead for five operational
readiness reviews and two Type B accident investigations for the U.S. Department of Energy. At a particularly difficult time he successfully led the effort to
restore both state and federal regulator confidence in the
naval reactor compartment disposal program at the
Hanford Site. More recently, he rewrote the engineering
procedure set for a Department of Energy contractor,
correcting issues with the configuration management
process. Mr. Brown has always been valued by
management for his investigative skills and was
frequently assigned high-profile management
troubleshooting tasks.

He holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and
Mathematics from the United States Naval Academy
and an M.S in Mechanical Engineering from the
United States Naval Postgraduate School. He has
worked closely and effectively with shipyard
executives, managers, test engineers and shop
personnel during ship maintenance periods ranging
from Selected Restricted Availabilities to Refueling
Overhauls, at the San Francisco Naval Shipyard,
Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Ship Repair Facility Subic
Bay, and Bremerton Naval Shipyard. He has conducted Readiness Assessments and Operational Readiness
Reviews for both government and contractor entities
for a variety of activities including the transition from
a Nuclear Hazard Category 3 to 2 facility, receipt and
storage of radioactive sludge, treatment and movement
of aged spent nuclear fuel, and readiness and
operations assessments of all Pacific Fleet nuclear
propulsion surface ships. He has implemented and
supervised training and qualification programs for
civilian and military personnel. Mr. Burrow has an
inactive top secret clearance.

Mr. Brown holds a degree in Nuclear Science from the
State University of New York Maritime College and
also holds a State of Washington science teaching
certificate. Mr. Brown has an inactive top secret
clearance.
Barry Burrow – Mr. Barry Burrow served in
the U.S. Navy, in assignments ranging from
Main Propulsion Assistant to Destroyer
Squadron Commander, for thirty years and
subsequently at the DOE Hanford Site for 14
years in various technical leadership positions. Navy
assignments included Lead Engineering Officer of the
Watch and Staff Training Officer at the D1G Prototype,
including refueling, Engineer Officer of the new
construction nuclear cruiser USS Virginia (CGN-38),
and Executive Officer of the Nuclear Power School in
Orlando, Florida. Command tours included three years
aboard USS Towers (DDG-9) operating out of
Yokosuka, Japan and four years aboard USS California
(CGN-36), including her nuclear reactors refueling and
overhaul at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.
Following his tour aboard California, he served as
Director of the Chief of Naval Operations Ship Material
Readiness Training Program and subsequently as
Commodore of Destroyer Squadron Nine. At the DOE
Hanford Site, Mr. Burrow focused on operations,
engineering, and nuclear safety and was responsible for
as many as thirteen nuclear and radiological facilities.
Oversight included waste repackaging and processing
activities, contaminated and industrial liquid waste

Creighton Chang – Mr. Chang has over 40
years of experience and specialized training
in naval nuclear propulsion plant operations,
maintenance and testing of S3W/S4W, S5W
and S6G reactor plants as a NAVSEA
qualified nuclear Shift Test Engineer, Shift Test
Supervisor, Assistant Chief Test Engineer, and Chief
Test Engineer at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and
Intermediate Maintenance Facility (PHNSY&IMF).
He has expertise in procedure preparations, review and
approval of technical work documents, Joint Test
Group (JTG) approved test / operating procedures, and
in advance planning of availabilities for the primary,
auxiliary and secondary nuclear systems. Mr. Chang
has expertise in leading people as a division head and
program manager in the following areas: Nuclear
Inspection; Assistant Project Superintendent; Nuclear
Facilities; Nuclear Fluid and Nuclear Mechanical
Systems; Radiological Training; Deputy Radiological
Director; Command Performance Improvement
Operations; and Deputy Project Superintendent. Mr.
Chang has expertise in Learning Organization and
Knowledge Management concepts and tools for
effective and efficient learning, leading to continuous
performance improvement. He has experience as a
facilitator of performance improvement events.
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Mr. Chang directed, monitored, and oversaw reactor
plant testing to ensure it was conducted in a safe,
controlled and efficient manner. He reviewed,
analyzed, and decided how to solve intricate problems
of a nuclear reactor plant, and operated as the shipyard
representative for the JTG responsible for maintaining
the reactor plant in a safe status at all times. Mr. Chang
reviewed, coordinated, collaborated, and provided
technical direction to Ship’s Force, production, quality
assurance, radiological, and technical code personnel
in order to safely coordinate the work during reactor
plant test operations. He reviewed, analyzed, and
issued advance planning for availabilities based on the
authorized work package, ship’s preventive maintenance schedule and ship’s work package to provide the
optimum schedule and sequence for a successful
availability. He reviewed, approved, and issued
technical work documents and JTG test and operation
procedures with the correct technical and quality
requirements to meet schedule.
Mr. Chang developed and executed policies and plans
for the Radiological Control Office, jointly with the
director, e.g. organization goals, staffing, acquisition
and allocation of manpower, fiscal and equipage
resources for six divisions within the office. He
provided radiological controls training for radiological
control personnel, radiation workers, and instructors
from various shops / codes, engineering / technical
personnel and others.
Mr. Chang provided engineering of nuclear
maintenance, alteration and repair work performed on
nuclear facilities, fluid and mechanical submarine
systems, and disposal of nuclear waste. He provided
independently qualified nuclear inspector verifications
for all facets of critical nuclear work verification,
provided receipt inspection of high level controlled
nuclear material, and provided certification that critical
nuclear work met the technical requirements laid out
in the technical work document.
Mr. Chang holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Electrical Engineering from Gonzaga University, and
was qualified to operate S3W/S4W, S5W, S6G
Reactor Plants by NAVSEA 08. Mr. Chang has an
inactive secret clearance.
James M. Conti – Mr. Jim Conti has over
35 years of experience in nuclear engineering, nuclear facility operations and nuclear
safety bases including preparing and
implementing nuclear safety programs and
systems. Mr. Conti has extensive experience with the
safe operation, maintenance, testing and control of
nuclear facilities associated with both Department of

Energy facilities and the U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program. This includes naval nuclear system maintenance, post-maintenance testing and nuclear system
restoration and operations. Mr. Conti was a subject
matter expert for the DOE in areas of nuclear safety
authorization and safety basis that provides the regulatory license to perform nuclear work activities. Mr.
Conti’s key areas of capability include engineering,
nuclear facility maintenance, testing, operations,
nuclear shielding, nuclear safety analysis, radiological
safety programs, and technology development.
Mr. Conti holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering at the University of Rhode
Island as well as was a qualified reactor operator for the
Fast Flux Test Reactor at Hanford and a NAVSEA
qualified S5W and S6G Nuclear Test Engineer.
Mr. Conti has an inactive top secret clearance.
William Davis – Mr. William Davis has 28
years of nuclear industry experience with a
strong background in operations. Enlisting in
the Navy in 1976, his nuclear career started as
a Navy Electronics Technician. His first
Reactor Operator qualification was on the S1W
prototype.
Next, he was stationed aboard a 688 class submarine,
where he qualified as Auxiliary Operator, Reactor
Technician, Reactor Operator, and Shutdown Reactor
Operator. Mr. Davis performed electronic maintenance
and repair on reactor plant instrumentation, as well as
being responsible for the operation and monitoring of
plant equipment. He was involved with new construction testing, as well as a major overhaul in Pearl Harbor
Naval Shipyard of the USS Omaha.
Post Navy, Mr. Davis was hired in 1982 by Pacific Gas
and Electric Company, into the operations department
at Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. He was
involved in testing of plant systems, for new construction of units 1 & 2 prior to initial fueling and criticality.
Mr. Davis has been on fuel handling teams, was a fire
brigade member, and on the hazmat first response team.
He walked down systems and drew initial plant piping
drawings. He volunteered for several 6 month rotations
as a procedure writer for administrative, emergency,
maintenance, and operating procedures.
From 1988 to 2000 he was an NRC licensed Reactor
Operator. He served two years as a Quality Auditor. He
performed audits at Diablo Canyon, and other commercial power plants, and submitted written audit reports.
Mr. Davis served two years as a Root Cause Analyst,
performing all aspects of analysis, including interviews,
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federal, state, and local governments and with many
regulatory agencies.
Because of her skills, knowledge, and ability to work
with diverse organizations, she was elected to the
National Council on Radiation Protection and
Measurement (NCRP) where she served on the Board
of Directors. She is also serving as a member of NCRP
scientific committees, working on emergency response
and longterm recovery for radiological and nuclear
incidents. Ms. McBaugh has a B.S. in Physics, an M.S. in
Radiological Sciences, and is certified by the American
Board of Health Physics. Ms. McBaugh has an inactive
L-clearance obtained to receive classified briefings at
Naval Base Kitsap.
Eric McKamey – Mr. Eric McKamey has 32
years of experience in numerous leadership
roles within the Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program, commercial nuclear power and US
Department of Energy (DOE) weapons and
environmental cleanup program.
Mr. McKamey enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1980 and
completed Machinist Mate training, Nuclear Power
School, Nuclear Prototype training and Engineering
Laboratory Technician training before assignment to an
operational Virginia class nuclear powered guided missile
cruiser during a world cruise and change of home port
from Norfolk, VA to San Diego, CA.
At the end of this assignment, Mr. McKamey was the
assigned lead for all chemistry and radiological
pre-overhaul testing prior to the cruiser entering Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard for overhaul in 1985.
Mr. McKamey was honorably discharged in October
1986, and shortly thereafter worked as a Chemistry
Technician and Chemistry Technician Supervisor at both
boiling and pressurized reactor sites. He performed initial
reactor coolant sampling following criticality at Unit 2 of
the South Texas Project in 1989.

Plutonium Finishing Plant. Mr. McKamey has B.S. in
Radiation Protection from Thomas Edison State College and
an M.S in Health Physics from the Georgia Institute of
Technology. In addition, he is a Certified Health Physicist.
Mr. McKamey has an inactive top secret clearance.
Gregg Nishimoto – Mr. Gregg Nishimoto has
more than 30 years of experience in project
management, quality assurance, and safety
programs. As a Chief Test Engineer for three
Los Angeles Class (688) nuclear submarine
overhauls at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, he was
responsible for planning and integrating maintenance and
testing activities to optimize schedules, providing
appropriate conditions to allow maintenance and
alterations to safely proceed, approving test procedures,
and ensuring post-maintenance testing was conducted and
documented to Naval standards. Working for the DOE, he
also successfully managed, until completion, many
high-profile projects at the Rocky Flats Environmental
Technology Site and the Hanford Nuclear Reservation
that fell under the scrutiny of a congressionally appointed
organization. He also possesses demonstrated technical
aptitude and capabilities working with the Los Alamos
National Laboratory to develop and test several processes
that were used successfully in the remediation of the
Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site.
He holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Electrical
Engineering and a Master’s of Science degree in
Biomedical Engineering from the University of Southern
California. Mr. Nishimoto has an inactive top secret
clearance.

From 1990 to 1995 he served as a training specialist at the
Savannah River Site responsible for design, development,
implementation, and evaluation of training programs to
include Radiological Control Training for Radiographers,
Radiation Generating Device Operators and Radiological
Worker Training. He was a recipient of two WSRC Vice
President’s awards for the development and implementation of innovative and cost effective training programs,
including computer-based training.

Richard Poeton – Mr. Richard W. Poeton is a
Certified Health Physicist with more than 30
years of experience in commercial nuclear,
naval nuclear, government laboratory, and
USEPA facilities and organizations. He began
his career as a Radiological Engineer at Knolls Atomic
Power Laboratory, responsible for radiological
engineering and evaluation of laboratory research and
development projects and facilities in support of the
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program. He developed
decommissioning plans and facility release criteria and
performed technical reviews of the decommissioning of
two critical facilities and one waste repository at KAPL,
performed shielding analyses for reactor vessel
decommissioning, and developed instrumentation for
insitu radiological soil surveys.

Since 1995 he has held numerous consulting Radiological
Engineering, Health Physics, and Project Management roles
at complex nuclear facilities, most notably at the Rocky Flats
Closure Project, Idaho National Laboratory and Hanford

At Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (Code 105), he was
responsible for the operations of the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard Radioassay Laboratory, performing radiological
environmental monitoring for U.S. Naval Nuclear Power
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his 20-year career in the U.S. Navy Nuclear Propulsion
Program.
Mr. Long has significant expertise in managing,
operating, maintaining, repairing, and replacing nuclear
facilities, systems, and equipment to ensure readiness
and full operational capability. Jerry holds or has held
multiple operational qualifications for nuclear work up
to and including site emergency director and incident
commander as well as Engineering Officer of the
Watch and Joint Test Group/Joint Reactor Fueling
Group. Mr. Long was the Chief Operating Officer at
Hanford Tank Farms.
He has a B.S. in Electronics and Engineering from
Excelsior College and has an inactive top secret
clearance.
Larry Maghrak – Mr. Larry Maghrak has
over 35 years of experience with the safe
operation, maintenance, and control of
nuclear facilities associated with both DOE
facilities and the U.S. Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program. He served as a Nuclear
Mechanical Operator with the U.S. Navy and
subsequently qualified as a Nuclear Shift Test Engineer
(STE) at the former Mare Island Naval Shipyard
(MINSY), Vallejo, CA. Mr. Maghrak was qualified as
an STE on two submarines, one nuclear cruiser prototype, and one aircraft carrier nuclear power plant
designs during his assignment at MINSY. Mr. Maghrak
was assigned as an Assistant Chief Test Engineer and
Senior Supervisor Watch to various projects and
represented MINSY on the Joint Test Group.
He applied his STE abilities on nuclear-powered
surface ships during Selected Restricted Availabilities
at various naval stations. As an STE he was responsible
for establishing naval nuclear power plant conditions to
perform repairs or modifications, and conducting
acceptance testing following completion of repairs or
modifications.
Following MINSY closure, Mr. Maghrak applied his
nuclear operations expertise with U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) at the Rocky Flats Project Office
(RFPO) and the Portsmouth Paducah Project Office
(PPPO). While assigned to RFPO, Mr. Maghrak
provided daily oversight of nuclear facility decommissioning and demolition work on former plutonium
processing facilities. While assigned to PPPO,
Mr. Maghrak provided daily oversight of
environmental remediation activities and the construction and startup of a depleted uranium hexafluoride
conversion facility. Mr. Maghrak’s work contributed to

forensics, charting, report writing and oral presentation.

completing DOE work safely and was in compliance
with contractually specified directives (e.g., Integrated
Safety Management, 10 CFR 820, 10 CFR 830, 10
CFR 835, 10 CFR 850, 10 CFR 851, and DOE
directives), and state specific regulatory agreements
where DOE work was being performed.

Courses he has taken include Navy Electronics Technician School, Naval Nuclear Power School, Submarine
Damage Control School, Navy Leadership, Management, Education, and Training School, Diablo Canyon
Reactor Operator License Class, Fire Brigade training,
Hazmat Responder training, Reid Course for Interviewing and Interrogation, Auditor training, Radiation
Worker training, and 10CFR50.59 Procedure Writing.
Mr. Davis held a secret security clearance in the Navy.

Upon his retirement from DOE, Mr. Maghrak
continues to provide assessment, mentoring, and
coaching support for organizations performing
DOE-mission related activities. He has a B.S. in
Occupational education, is a certified safety
professional and has an inactive top secret clearance.
Debra McBaugh – Ms. Debra McBaugh has
over 35 years of experience in the nuclear
industry as a manager and leader for a broad
range of health physics areas, including
emergency preparedness, regulatory
compliance at radiological facilities oversight of
environmental radiation surveillance programs and
training radiation workers and media staff.

Rick Dion – Mr. Rick Dion has over 30 years
of experience in management, operations,
and decommissioning in numerous nuclear
industry sectors including the DOE, naval
nuclear shipyards, and at United Kingdom
nuclear power stations. Mr. Dion qualified as an
Electrical Operator, Battery Charging Electrician,
Shutdown Reactor Operator, Engineering Watch
Supervisor, and Engineering Duty Petty Officer on
board the USS Henry L. Stimson (SSBN 655).

For over 23 years she worked for the Washington State
Radiation Control Program. She conducted licensing
and inspections of radiological facilities to assure
regulatory compliance with NRC and state regulations.
She spent over 15 years as manager of the
Environmental Radiation Oversight program,
performing and supervising environmental protection
through monitoring, surveillance and oversight at
major federal and commercial facilities, including
Naval Base-Kitsap, Energy Northwest Columbia
Generating Station, DOE Hanford Site, and the U.S.
Ecology low level waste disposal site.

He completed a refueling overhaul as a member of
Ship’s Force in the Newport News Shipyard. At Naval
Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, Mr. Dion supported
submarine maintenance and repairs as a senior
Radiological Controls Supervisor and Radioactive
Materials Shipping Supervisor. As an Assistant Chief
Test Engineer at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Mr.
Dion monitored and provided senior-level technical
direction to Shift Test Engineers, Ship‘s Force
personnel, production shop personnel, and quality
assurance inspectors during nuclear reactor plant
operations, maintenance, and testing.

Throughout her career, she has also been active in
emergency preparedness and response, providing
planning and preparedness support for national and
local exercises. She participated in over forty
emergency radiological exercises at Naval Base-Kitsap, the Columbia Generating Station, and the Hanford
Site. She was part of exercise planning, conduct, and
hot wash evaluations. She developed tabletop scenarios
and implemented them as part of preparedness for
TOPOFF 2.
Ms. McBaugh participated in both management and
technical positions during emergency drills. For
instance, at Naval Base Kitsap, she performed as both
the dose assessor and the technical spokesperson for
the press briefings held after the exercise. Through her
work with emergency preparedness, national radiation
control organizations, and the Hanford Advisory
Board, she has built effective working relations with
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Mr. Dion was assigned Senior Supervisory Watch
responsibilities during complex nuclear operations.
The specific focus of this work was deactivation of
nuclear submarine reactor plants and secondary plant
support systems. Mr. Dion also held a Radioactive
Material Coordinator position at Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard, in which he was responsible for implementing and enforcing federal, state, and local regulations as
well as radiological controls for the transportation and
disposal of radioactive materials and waste. This
responsibility required an intimate familiarity with the
radioactive material transportation requirements of
Title 49 CFR, as well as radioactive waste disposal site
acceptance criteria.
Mr. Dion has provided management support services at
numerous sites in the DOE nuclear weapons complex
as well as at several Magnox nuclear power stations
being decommissioned in the UK. He specializes in the
areas of project management, transition, technical
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oversight and mentoring, and independent assessment.
He also has expertise with start-up/readiness preparations, conduct of operations, work control, quality
management, and personnel safety.
Mr. Dion has a B.S. in Business Management, is a
certified Project Management Professional, is a
member of the Project Management Institute and has
an inactive top secret (“Q”) clearance.
Clark Gibbs – Dr. Clark Gibbs’ management experience includes serving as a vice
president of a major electric utility company,
three general manager assignments of
projects, one of which employed over 800
personnel, and as a general manager of a DOE GOCO
facility. In addition to three electric utility companies,
his employment history includes assignments in the
Naval Nuclear Submarine Program, the Electric Power
Research Institute, two DOE contractors, and the DOE.
His expertise extends from the design and operation of
highly technical and advanced nuclear power facilities
to design of effective and compliant management
systems. By working through others, being attentive to
customer requirements and desires and having willingness to innovate, Dr. Gibbs has turned around troubled
projects, improved the operating performance of major
facilities, improved cost and schedule performance,
and reduced the occurrence of incidents which may
have embedded safety issues. While on active duty in
the Navy, Dr. Gibbs served as an Engineering Duty
Officer at the S1C prototype, and was assigned to two
nuclear submarines, including a tour as Engineer
Officer.
His Naval experience with its focus on high standards
and training has carried over to his civilian career with
his emphasis on development of peers, associates and
subordinates. Dr. Gibbs has an inactive top secret
clearance.
Blaine Gipe – Mr. Gipe has over 25 years of
experience and specialized training in naval
nuclear propulsion plant operations, maintenance and testing of SSN 688 and SSN 774
Class submarines at Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard and the Intermediate Maintenance Facility
(PHNSY&IMF). He has specialized in performing
engineering work on the primary, auxiliary, and
secondary nuclear systems of these submarines.
Mr. Gipe developed and wrote technical procedures for
the overhaul, maintenance, repair, modification, and
testing of newly and currently installed nuclear equipment and systems for SSN 688 and SSN 774 Class
submarines, the Shipyard Nuclear Refueling Facility,
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and for production shop work.
He is trained in and used the Advance Industrial
Management (AIM) tools to develop and write technical work instruction, also known as task group instructions and procedures for the overhaul, testing, repair,
and modifications of nuclear instrumentation and
control systems and components on board all class
naval nuclear submarines, and in production shop work
areas. These task group instructions were followed by
shipyard technical, quality assurance, and production
personnel or Ship‘s Force personnel. Mr. Gipe provided technical direction and control for the resolution of
non-routine problems which required expertise in
nuclear and related engineering specializations to shop
personnel, Ship’s Force and project management.
He formulated bench testing requirements for production shops and developed test equipment and rigs
required to support on-board testing programs on
submarines, and evaluated proposals for changes and
modifications to methods, nuclear components and
equipment for facilitating and improving the repair and
overhaul process. Mr. Gipe developed and initiated
troubleshooting plans to investigate problems and
provide repair solutions and testing requirements for
on-board submarine nuclear mechanical equipment
and systems and Shipyard Nuclear Facilities. He
monitored shop work in the shop and on-board submarines during performance of engineering procedures,
and provided direction when needed to attain the best
results or outcome. He wrote Trouble Records to
Reactor Plant Prime Contractor on nuclear equipment
problems encountered during operation and testing.
Trouble Records included identifying problems and
solutions, and providing information for the
contractors’ analyses.
Mr. Gipe monitored, audited, and enforced the shipyard
nuclear quality control program per NAVSEA quality
assurance controls and practices by audit and surveillance reports. He designed, procured, supervised,
created drawings, and wrote procedures for installation
and operation of support equipment in the shipyard's
Refueling Facility.
Mr. Gipe served in the U.S. Navy as a nuclear
qualified Machinist Mate. He served on board the USS
Thomas Edison from January 1974 as a Reactor
Mechanic until honorably discharged in November
1977. He qualified on the following watch stations:
Shutdown Roving Watch, Engine Room Upper Level,
Engine Room Lower Level, Auxiliary Machinery
Room Lower Level, Secondary Chemist, and Engine

approved by HQ and submitted to the U.S. Congress.
David has held multiple operational qualifications for
nuclear work. Mr. Hicks has an inactive DOE (“Q”)
clearance.

Room Supervisor. Mr. Gipe operated, repaired, and
maintained nuclear reactor, steam propulsion, air
conditioning, turbo generating, diesel engine, distilling,
hydraulic, and compressed air systems aboard a Fleet
Ballistic Missile submarine.
Mr. Gipe holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering from California State Polytechnic University and qualified as a Nuclear Engineer
at PHNSY from 1988 to 2015. In the military, Mr. Gipe
qualified as a U.S. Navy Nuclear Machinist Mate at the
Naval Nuclear Power School and Naval Nuclear
Prototype. Mr. Gipe has an inactive secret clearance.
Dave Hicks – Mr. Dave Hicks has 31 years of
experience in multiple operational leadership
assignments within the Naval Nuclear
Propulsion program and the US Department
of Energy (DOE) weapons and environmental
cleanup program. Mr. Hicks enlisted in the US Navy in
1979 and completed Electronics Technician training,
Nuclear Power School, and Nuclear Prototype training
before being assigned to an operational Los Angeles
Class fast attack submarine at Pearl Harbor Submarine
Base in 1981.
Mr. Hicks was honorably discharged in December 1984
and started work at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard in
1985 where he qualified as an S6G Shift Test Engineer
and worked on multiple submarines performing all
phases of nuclear overhaul and testing.
In 1990, Mr. Hicks started working for the Department of
Energy at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant initially
supporting nuclear resumption efforts and, subsequent to
the DOE decision to close the site, multiple projects
supporting the removal of all nuclear materials and waste
from the site, D&D of the entire Rocky Flats Site, and
regulatory closure of the site.
Mr. Hicks retired from the DOE in 2011 to pursue
private sector opportunities. He is a recognized expert
at safely and compliantly testing nuclear and nonnuclear systems, nuclear operations, maintenance and work
control, quality assurance, welding and nondestructive
testing, reactor and steam plant cleanliness, waste
management, and emergency response.

As a Machinist Mate, he served on USS Gearing
(DD-710), USS Bergall (SSN-667), USS L. Mendel
Rivers (SSN-686), and USS Nimitz (CVN-68), and was
assigned as the Training Coordinator at S1C, a Nuclear
Propulsion Training Unit in Windsor, Connecticut.
He qualified in submarines and on all mechanical and
supervisory watch stations, and he was one of the few
enlisted men to qualify as Engineering Officer of the
Watch at S1C. After being commissioned as a Limited
Duty Officer, Mr. Higgins served on the submarine
tenders USS L.Y. Spear (AS-36) in Norfolk, Virginia
and USS Orion (AS-18) in La Madellena, Italy,
during which time he qualified as Surface Warfare
Officer, Officer of the Deck, Repair Duty Officer, and
Engineering Officer of the Watch. He was assigned
to positions of increasing responsibility, including
Assistant Radiological Controls Officer, Auxiliary
Division Officer, Outside Machinery Repair Officer,
Nuclear Repair Officer, Quality Assurance Officer, and
Chief Engineer. Following a highly successful tour
as Department Head for the Basic Engineering and
Electricity at Nuclear Field “A” school, he was assigned
as Commanding Officer of Resolute (AFDM-10) a
floating drydock supporting submarine squadrons 6 and
8 in Norfolk, Virginia.
As a senior manager for prime contractors supporting
DOE, Mr. Higgins specialized in nuclear facility
operations and support, and managed the implementation of Quality Assurance and Environment, Safety, and
Health programs at the Hanford Site Tank Farms in
Richland, Washington. Additionally, he implemented a

Additionally, Mr. Hicks is a recognized expert on nuclear
materials and was asked to draft the DOE HQ “Strategic
Plan to Disposition Surplus Plutonium” which was
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Richard Higgins – Mr. Richard Higgins has
more than 40 years of experience in the
nuclear industry. Mr. Higgins was in the
U.S. Navy for 21 years, where he served in a
variety of assignments as the Leading Chief
to Commanding Officer, including tours on a
WWII-class destroyer, two submarines, an aircraft
carrier, two submarine tenders, a floating dry dock, and
various shore commands. He was responsible for
nuclear propulsion plant operations and maintenance,
nuclear and non-nuclear submarine repair, quality
assurance, radiological controls, and training. He spent
the next 22 years working for prime contractors
supporting DOE at decommissioned nuclear weapons
sites, including Rocky Flats, Mound, Hanford, and Oak
Ridge.
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new work control system and managed facility maintenance at the Rocky Flats Plant in Colorado. He was
Vice President of Nuclear Operations at the Mound
Plant in Ohio and he was the Deputy Project Manager
for the U-233 Disposition Project in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee.
He holds a B.S. in Technology from the University of
the State of New York, and an MBA in organizational
leadership from the University of Findlay.
Kathy Lehew – Ms.Kathy Lehew has over 20
years of experience with nuclear engineering,
nuclear facility operations, and nuclear safety
basis. Early in her career, she supervised all
aspects of operation of a naval nuclear
aircraft carrier prototype in Idaho, and was responsible
for training naval officers and enlisted personnel in the
operation of the plant. Duties consisted of supervising
plant operation during operating, shutdown, and testing
conditions, as well as coordination of maintenance
during a major overhaul.
Ms. Lehew also held engineering and facility operations management positions for nuclear facilities at
Savannah River, Idaho, and Rocky Flats. As the
Engineering and Technical Support Manager at Rocky
Flats, she was responsible for engineering, nuclear and
criticality safety support, training, procedures, and
program technical support for the facility. She developed and implemented the safety licensing basis for the
facility which served as the primary safety documentation for nuclear material stabilization and packaging
and subsequent decontaminating, decommissioning,
and demolishing activities.
Ms. Lehew holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Chemical Engineering and a Master’s of Business
Administration degree at the University of Colorado as
well as the equivalent of a Masters in Nuclear Engineering through Naval Reactors program. Ms. Lehew
has an inactive top secret clearance.
Jerry Long – Mr. Jerry Long has 34 years
experience in an array of operational leadership assignments within the Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program and the U.S. DOE
weapons and environmental cleanup
program. He is a recognized expert at conduct of
operations, quality assurance, welding and nondestructive testing, reactor and steam plant cleanliness,
waste management, maintenance and work control,
readiness reviews and start up and testing of nuclear
and non-nuclear systems. He served on the Nimitz
Class carriers and Los Angeles class submarines during
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and for production shop work.
He is trained in and used the Advance Industrial
Management (AIM) tools to develop and write technical work instruction, also known as task group instructions and procedures for the overhaul, testing, repair,
and modifications of nuclear instrumentation and
control systems and components on board all class
naval nuclear submarines, and in production shop work
areas. These task group instructions were followed by
shipyard technical, quality assurance, and production
personnel or Ship‘s Force personnel. Mr. Gipe provided technical direction and control for the resolution of
non-routine problems which required expertise in
nuclear and related engineering specializations to shop
personnel, Ship’s Force and project management.
He formulated bench testing requirements for production shops and developed test equipment and rigs
required to support on-board testing programs on
submarines, and evaluated proposals for changes and
modifications to methods, nuclear components and
equipment for facilitating and improving the repair and
overhaul process. Mr. Gipe developed and initiated
troubleshooting plans to investigate problems and
provide repair solutions and testing requirements for
on-board submarine nuclear mechanical equipment
and systems and Shipyard Nuclear Facilities. He
monitored shop work in the shop and on-board submarines during performance of engineering procedures,
and provided direction when needed to attain the best
results or outcome. He wrote Trouble Records to
Reactor Plant Prime Contractor on nuclear equipment
problems encountered during operation and testing.
Trouble Records included identifying problems and
solutions, and providing information for the
contractors’ analyses.
Mr. Gipe monitored, audited, and enforced the shipyard
nuclear quality control program per NAVSEA quality
assurance controls and practices by audit and surveillance reports. He designed, procured, supervised,
created drawings, and wrote procedures for installation
and operation of support equipment in the shipyard's
Refueling Facility.
Mr. Gipe served in the U.S. Navy as a nuclear
qualified Machinist Mate. He served on board the USS
Thomas Edison from January 1974 as a Reactor
Mechanic until honorably discharged in November
1977. He qualified on the following watch stations:
Shutdown Roving Watch, Engine Room Upper Level,
Engine Room Lower Level, Auxiliary Machinery
Room Lower Level, Secondary Chemist, and Engine

approved by HQ and submitted to the U.S. Congress.
David has held multiple operational qualifications for
nuclear work. Mr. Hicks has an inactive DOE (“Q”)
clearance.

Room Supervisor. Mr. Gipe operated, repaired, and
maintained nuclear reactor, steam propulsion, air
conditioning, turbo generating, diesel engine, distilling,
hydraulic, and compressed air systems aboard a Fleet
Ballistic Missile submarine.
Mr. Gipe holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering from California State Polytechnic University and qualified as a Nuclear Engineer
at PHNSY from 1988 to 2015. In the military, Mr. Gipe
qualified as a U.S. Navy Nuclear Machinist Mate at the
Naval Nuclear Power School and Naval Nuclear
Prototype. Mr. Gipe has an inactive secret clearance.
Dave Hicks – Mr. Dave Hicks has 31 years of
experience in multiple operational leadership
assignments within the Naval Nuclear
Propulsion program and the US Department
of Energy (DOE) weapons and environmental
cleanup program. Mr. Hicks enlisted in the US Navy in
1979 and completed Electronics Technician training,
Nuclear Power School, and Nuclear Prototype training
before being assigned to an operational Los Angeles
Class fast attack submarine at Pearl Harbor Submarine
Base in 1981.
Mr. Hicks was honorably discharged in December 1984
and started work at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard in
1985 where he qualified as an S6G Shift Test Engineer
and worked on multiple submarines performing all
phases of nuclear overhaul and testing.
In 1990, Mr. Hicks started working for the Department of
Energy at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant initially
supporting nuclear resumption efforts and, subsequent to
the DOE decision to close the site, multiple projects
supporting the removal of all nuclear materials and waste
from the site, D&D of the entire Rocky Flats Site, and
regulatory closure of the site.
Mr. Hicks retired from the DOE in 2011 to pursue
private sector opportunities. He is a recognized expert
at safely and compliantly testing nuclear and nonnuclear systems, nuclear operations, maintenance and work
control, quality assurance, welding and nondestructive
testing, reactor and steam plant cleanliness, waste
management, and emergency response.

As a Machinist Mate, he served on USS Gearing
(DD-710), USS Bergall (SSN-667), USS L. Mendel
Rivers (SSN-686), and USS Nimitz (CVN-68), and was
assigned as the Training Coordinator at S1C, a Nuclear
Propulsion Training Unit in Windsor, Connecticut.
He qualified in submarines and on all mechanical and
supervisory watch stations, and he was one of the few
enlisted men to qualify as Engineering Officer of the
Watch at S1C. After being commissioned as a Limited
Duty Officer, Mr. Higgins served on the submarine
tenders USS L.Y. Spear (AS-36) in Norfolk, Virginia
and USS Orion (AS-18) in La Madellena, Italy,
during which time he qualified as Surface Warfare
Officer, Officer of the Deck, Repair Duty Officer, and
Engineering Officer of the Watch. He was assigned
to positions of increasing responsibility, including
Assistant Radiological Controls Officer, Auxiliary
Division Officer, Outside Machinery Repair Officer,
Nuclear Repair Officer, Quality Assurance Officer, and
Chief Engineer. Following a highly successful tour
as Department Head for the Basic Engineering and
Electricity at Nuclear Field “A” school, he was assigned
as Commanding Officer of Resolute (AFDM-10) a
floating drydock supporting submarine squadrons 6 and
8 in Norfolk, Virginia.
As a senior manager for prime contractors supporting
DOE, Mr. Higgins specialized in nuclear facility
operations and support, and managed the implementation of Quality Assurance and Environment, Safety, and
Health programs at the Hanford Site Tank Farms in
Richland, Washington. Additionally, he implemented a

Additionally, Mr. Hicks is a recognized expert on nuclear
materials and was asked to draft the DOE HQ “Strategic
Plan to Disposition Surplus Plutonium” which was
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Richard Higgins – Mr. Richard Higgins has
more than 40 years of experience in the
nuclear industry. Mr. Higgins was in the
U.S. Navy for 21 years, where he served in a
variety of assignments as the Leading Chief
to Commanding Officer, including tours on a
WWII-class destroyer, two submarines, an aircraft
carrier, two submarine tenders, a floating dry dock, and
various shore commands. He was responsible for
nuclear propulsion plant operations and maintenance,
nuclear and non-nuclear submarine repair, quality
assurance, radiological controls, and training. He spent
the next 22 years working for prime contractors
supporting DOE at decommissioned nuclear weapons
sites, including Rocky Flats, Mound, Hanford, and Oak
Ridge.

6

new work control system and managed facility maintenance at the Rocky Flats Plant in Colorado. He was
Vice President of Nuclear Operations at the Mound
Plant in Ohio and he was the Deputy Project Manager
for the U-233 Disposition Project in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee.
He holds a B.S. in Technology from the University of
the State of New York, and an MBA in organizational
leadership from the University of Findlay.
Kathy Lehew – Ms.Kathy Lehew has over 20
years of experience with nuclear engineering,
nuclear facility operations, and nuclear safety
basis. Early in her career, she supervised all
aspects of operation of a naval nuclear
aircraft carrier prototype in Idaho, and was responsible
for training naval officers and enlisted personnel in the
operation of the plant. Duties consisted of supervising
plant operation during operating, shutdown, and testing
conditions, as well as coordination of maintenance
during a major overhaul.
Ms. Lehew also held engineering and facility operations management positions for nuclear facilities at
Savannah River, Idaho, and Rocky Flats. As the
Engineering and Technical Support Manager at Rocky
Flats, she was responsible for engineering, nuclear and
criticality safety support, training, procedures, and
program technical support for the facility. She developed and implemented the safety licensing basis for the
facility which served as the primary safety documentation for nuclear material stabilization and packaging
and subsequent decontaminating, decommissioning,
and demolishing activities.
Ms. Lehew holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Chemical Engineering and a Master’s of Business
Administration degree at the University of Colorado as
well as the equivalent of a Masters in Nuclear Engineering through Naval Reactors program. Ms. Lehew
has an inactive top secret clearance.
Jerry Long – Mr. Jerry Long has 34 years
experience in an array of operational leadership assignments within the Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program and the U.S. DOE
weapons and environmental cleanup
program. He is a recognized expert at conduct of
operations, quality assurance, welding and nondestructive testing, reactor and steam plant cleanliness,
waste management, maintenance and work control,
readiness reviews and start up and testing of nuclear
and non-nuclear systems. He served on the Nimitz
Class carriers and Los Angeles class submarines during
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his 20-year career in the U.S. Navy Nuclear Propulsion
Program.
Mr. Long has significant expertise in managing,
operating, maintaining, repairing, and replacing nuclear
facilities, systems, and equipment to ensure readiness
and full operational capability. Jerry holds or has held
multiple operational qualifications for nuclear work up
to and including site emergency director and incident
commander as well as Engineering Officer of the
Watch and Joint Test Group/Joint Reactor Fueling
Group. Mr. Long was the Chief Operating Officer at
Hanford Tank Farms.
He has a B.S. in Electronics and Engineering from
Excelsior College and has an inactive top secret
clearance.
Larry Maghrak – Mr. Larry Maghrak has
over 35 years of experience with the safe
operation, maintenance, and control of
nuclear facilities associated with both DOE
facilities and the U.S. Naval Nuclear
Propulsion Program. He served as a Nuclear
Mechanical Operator with the U.S. Navy and
subsequently qualified as a Nuclear Shift Test Engineer
(STE) at the former Mare Island Naval Shipyard
(MINSY), Vallejo, CA. Mr. Maghrak was qualified as
an STE on two submarines, one nuclear cruiser prototype, and one aircraft carrier nuclear power plant
designs during his assignment at MINSY. Mr. Maghrak
was assigned as an Assistant Chief Test Engineer and
Senior Supervisor Watch to various projects and
represented MINSY on the Joint Test Group.
He applied his STE abilities on nuclear-powered
surface ships during Selected Restricted Availabilities
at various naval stations. As an STE he was responsible
for establishing naval nuclear power plant conditions to
perform repairs or modifications, and conducting
acceptance testing following completion of repairs or
modifications.
Following MINSY closure, Mr. Maghrak applied his
nuclear operations expertise with U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) at the Rocky Flats Project Office
(RFPO) and the Portsmouth Paducah Project Office
(PPPO). While assigned to RFPO, Mr. Maghrak
provided daily oversight of nuclear facility decommissioning and demolition work on former plutonium
processing facilities. While assigned to PPPO,
Mr. Maghrak provided daily oversight of
environmental remediation activities and the construction and startup of a depleted uranium hexafluoride
conversion facility. Mr. Maghrak’s work contributed to

forensics, charting, report writing and oral presentation.

completing DOE work safely and was in compliance
with contractually specified directives (e.g., Integrated
Safety Management, 10 CFR 820, 10 CFR 830, 10
CFR 835, 10 CFR 850, 10 CFR 851, and DOE
directives), and state specific regulatory agreements
where DOE work was being performed.

Courses he has taken include Navy Electronics Technician School, Naval Nuclear Power School, Submarine
Damage Control School, Navy Leadership, Management, Education, and Training School, Diablo Canyon
Reactor Operator License Class, Fire Brigade training,
Hazmat Responder training, Reid Course for Interviewing and Interrogation, Auditor training, Radiation
Worker training, and 10CFR50.59 Procedure Writing.
Mr. Davis held a secret security clearance in the Navy.

Upon his retirement from DOE, Mr. Maghrak
continues to provide assessment, mentoring, and
coaching support for organizations performing
DOE-mission related activities. He has a B.S. in
Occupational education, is a certified safety
professional and has an inactive top secret clearance.
Debra McBaugh – Ms. Debra McBaugh has
over 35 years of experience in the nuclear
industry as a manager and leader for a broad
range of health physics areas, including
emergency preparedness, regulatory
compliance at radiological facilities oversight of
environmental radiation surveillance programs and
training radiation workers and media staff.

Rick Dion – Mr. Rick Dion has over 30 years
of experience in management, operations,
and decommissioning in numerous nuclear
industry sectors including the DOE, naval
nuclear shipyards, and at United Kingdom
nuclear power stations. Mr. Dion qualified as an
Electrical Operator, Battery Charging Electrician,
Shutdown Reactor Operator, Engineering Watch
Supervisor, and Engineering Duty Petty Officer on
board the USS Henry L. Stimson (SSBN 655).

For over 23 years she worked for the Washington State
Radiation Control Program. She conducted licensing
and inspections of radiological facilities to assure
regulatory compliance with NRC and state regulations.
She spent over 15 years as manager of the
Environmental Radiation Oversight program,
performing and supervising environmental protection
through monitoring, surveillance and oversight at
major federal and commercial facilities, including
Naval Base-Kitsap, Energy Northwest Columbia
Generating Station, DOE Hanford Site, and the U.S.
Ecology low level waste disposal site.

He completed a refueling overhaul as a member of
Ship’s Force in the Newport News Shipyard. At Naval
Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, Mr. Dion supported
submarine maintenance and repairs as a senior
Radiological Controls Supervisor and Radioactive
Materials Shipping Supervisor. As an Assistant Chief
Test Engineer at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Mr.
Dion monitored and provided senior-level technical
direction to Shift Test Engineers, Ship‘s Force
personnel, production shop personnel, and quality
assurance inspectors during nuclear reactor plant
operations, maintenance, and testing.

Throughout her career, she has also been active in
emergency preparedness and response, providing
planning and preparedness support for national and
local exercises. She participated in over forty
emergency radiological exercises at Naval Base-Kitsap, the Columbia Generating Station, and the Hanford
Site. She was part of exercise planning, conduct, and
hot wash evaluations. She developed tabletop scenarios
and implemented them as part of preparedness for
TOPOFF 2.
Ms. McBaugh participated in both management and
technical positions during emergency drills. For
instance, at Naval Base Kitsap, she performed as both
the dose assessor and the technical spokesperson for
the press briefings held after the exercise. Through her
work with emergency preparedness, national radiation
control organizations, and the Hanford Advisory
Board, she has built effective working relations with
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Mr. Dion was assigned Senior Supervisory Watch
responsibilities during complex nuclear operations.
The specific focus of this work was deactivation of
nuclear submarine reactor plants and secondary plant
support systems. Mr. Dion also held a Radioactive
Material Coordinator position at Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard, in which he was responsible for implementing and enforcing federal, state, and local regulations as
well as radiological controls for the transportation and
disposal of radioactive materials and waste. This
responsibility required an intimate familiarity with the
radioactive material transportation requirements of
Title 49 CFR, as well as radioactive waste disposal site
acceptance criteria.
Mr. Dion has provided management support services at
numerous sites in the DOE nuclear weapons complex
as well as at several Magnox nuclear power stations
being decommissioned in the UK. He specializes in the
areas of project management, transition, technical
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oversight and mentoring, and independent assessment.
He also has expertise with start-up/readiness preparations, conduct of operations, work control, quality
management, and personnel safety.
Mr. Dion has a B.S. in Business Management, is a
certified Project Management Professional, is a
member of the Project Management Institute and has
an inactive top secret (“Q”) clearance.
Clark Gibbs – Dr. Clark Gibbs’ management experience includes serving as a vice
president of a major electric utility company,
three general manager assignments of
projects, one of which employed over 800
personnel, and as a general manager of a DOE GOCO
facility. In addition to three electric utility companies,
his employment history includes assignments in the
Naval Nuclear Submarine Program, the Electric Power
Research Institute, two DOE contractors, and the DOE.
His expertise extends from the design and operation of
highly technical and advanced nuclear power facilities
to design of effective and compliant management
systems. By working through others, being attentive to
customer requirements and desires and having willingness to innovate, Dr. Gibbs has turned around troubled
projects, improved the operating performance of major
facilities, improved cost and schedule performance,
and reduced the occurrence of incidents which may
have embedded safety issues. While on active duty in
the Navy, Dr. Gibbs served as an Engineering Duty
Officer at the S1C prototype, and was assigned to two
nuclear submarines, including a tour as Engineer
Officer.
His Naval experience with its focus on high standards
and training has carried over to his civilian career with
his emphasis on development of peers, associates and
subordinates. Dr. Gibbs has an inactive top secret
clearance.
Blaine Gipe – Mr. Gipe has over 25 years of
experience and specialized training in naval
nuclear propulsion plant operations, maintenance and testing of SSN 688 and SSN 774
Class submarines at Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard and the Intermediate Maintenance Facility
(PHNSY&IMF). He has specialized in performing
engineering work on the primary, auxiliary, and
secondary nuclear systems of these submarines.
Mr. Gipe developed and wrote technical procedures for
the overhaul, maintenance, repair, modification, and
testing of newly and currently installed nuclear equipment and systems for SSN 688 and SSN 774 Class
submarines, the Shipyard Nuclear Refueling Facility,
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Mr. Chang directed, monitored, and oversaw reactor
plant testing to ensure it was conducted in a safe,
controlled and efficient manner. He reviewed,
analyzed, and decided how to solve intricate problems
of a nuclear reactor plant, and operated as the shipyard
representative for the JTG responsible for maintaining
the reactor plant in a safe status at all times. Mr. Chang
reviewed, coordinated, collaborated, and provided
technical direction to Ship’s Force, production, quality
assurance, radiological, and technical code personnel
in order to safely coordinate the work during reactor
plant test operations. He reviewed, analyzed, and
issued advance planning for availabilities based on the
authorized work package, ship’s preventive maintenance schedule and ship’s work package to provide the
optimum schedule and sequence for a successful
availability. He reviewed, approved, and issued
technical work documents and JTG test and operation
procedures with the correct technical and quality
requirements to meet schedule.
Mr. Chang developed and executed policies and plans
for the Radiological Control Office, jointly with the
director, e.g. organization goals, staffing, acquisition
and allocation of manpower, fiscal and equipage
resources for six divisions within the office. He
provided radiological controls training for radiological
control personnel, radiation workers, and instructors
from various shops / codes, engineering / technical
personnel and others.
Mr. Chang provided engineering of nuclear
maintenance, alteration and repair work performed on
nuclear facilities, fluid and mechanical submarine
systems, and disposal of nuclear waste. He provided
independently qualified nuclear inspector verifications
for all facets of critical nuclear work verification,
provided receipt inspection of high level controlled
nuclear material, and provided certification that critical
nuclear work met the technical requirements laid out
in the technical work document.
Mr. Chang holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Electrical Engineering from Gonzaga University, and
was qualified to operate S3W/S4W, S5W, S6G
Reactor Plants by NAVSEA 08. Mr. Chang has an
inactive secret clearance.
James M. Conti – Mr. Jim Conti has over
35 years of experience in nuclear engineering, nuclear facility operations and nuclear
safety bases including preparing and
implementing nuclear safety programs and
systems. Mr. Conti has extensive experience with the
safe operation, maintenance, testing and control of
nuclear facilities associated with both Department of

Energy facilities and the U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program. This includes naval nuclear system maintenance, post-maintenance testing and nuclear system
restoration and operations. Mr. Conti was a subject
matter expert for the DOE in areas of nuclear safety
authorization and safety basis that provides the regulatory license to perform nuclear work activities. Mr.
Conti’s key areas of capability include engineering,
nuclear facility maintenance, testing, operations,
nuclear shielding, nuclear safety analysis, radiological
safety programs, and technology development.
Mr. Conti holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering at the University of Rhode
Island as well as was a qualified reactor operator for the
Fast Flux Test Reactor at Hanford and a NAVSEA
qualified S5W and S6G Nuclear Test Engineer.
Mr. Conti has an inactive top secret clearance.
William Davis – Mr. William Davis has 28
years of nuclear industry experience with a
strong background in operations. Enlisting in
the Navy in 1976, his nuclear career started as
a Navy Electronics Technician. His first
Reactor Operator qualification was on the S1W
prototype.
Next, he was stationed aboard a 688 class submarine,
where he qualified as Auxiliary Operator, Reactor
Technician, Reactor Operator, and Shutdown Reactor
Operator. Mr. Davis performed electronic maintenance
and repair on reactor plant instrumentation, as well as
being responsible for the operation and monitoring of
plant equipment. He was involved with new construction testing, as well as a major overhaul in Pearl Harbor
Naval Shipyard of the USS Omaha.
Post Navy, Mr. Davis was hired in 1982 by Pacific Gas
and Electric Company, into the operations department
at Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant. He was
involved in testing of plant systems, for new construction of units 1 & 2 prior to initial fueling and criticality.
Mr. Davis has been on fuel handling teams, was a fire
brigade member, and on the hazmat first response team.
He walked down systems and drew initial plant piping
drawings. He volunteered for several 6 month rotations
as a procedure writer for administrative, emergency,
maintenance, and operating procedures.
From 1988 to 2000 he was an NRC licensed Reactor
Operator. He served two years as a Quality Auditor. He
performed audits at Diablo Canyon, and other commercial power plants, and submitted written audit reports.
Mr. Davis served two years as a Root Cause Analyst,
performing all aspects of analysis, including interviews,
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federal, state, and local governments and with many
regulatory agencies.
Because of her skills, knowledge, and ability to work
with diverse organizations, she was elected to the
National Council on Radiation Protection and
Measurement (NCRP) where she served on the Board
of Directors. She is also serving as a member of NCRP
scientific committees, working on emergency response
and longterm recovery for radiological and nuclear
incidents. Ms. McBaugh has a B.S. in Physics, an M.S. in
Radiological Sciences, and is certified by the American
Board of Health Physics. Ms. McBaugh has an inactive
L-clearance obtained to receive classified briefings at
Naval Base Kitsap.
Eric McKamey – Mr. Eric McKamey has 32
years of experience in numerous leadership
roles within the Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program, commercial nuclear power and US
Department of Energy (DOE) weapons and
environmental cleanup program.
Mr. McKamey enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1980 and
completed Machinist Mate training, Nuclear Power
School, Nuclear Prototype training and Engineering
Laboratory Technician training before assignment to an
operational Virginia class nuclear powered guided missile
cruiser during a world cruise and change of home port
from Norfolk, VA to San Diego, CA.
At the end of this assignment, Mr. McKamey was the
assigned lead for all chemistry and radiological
pre-overhaul testing prior to the cruiser entering Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard for overhaul in 1985.
Mr. McKamey was honorably discharged in October
1986, and shortly thereafter worked as a Chemistry
Technician and Chemistry Technician Supervisor at both
boiling and pressurized reactor sites. He performed initial
reactor coolant sampling following criticality at Unit 2 of
the South Texas Project in 1989.

Plutonium Finishing Plant. Mr. McKamey has B.S. in
Radiation Protection from Thomas Edison State College and
an M.S in Health Physics from the Georgia Institute of
Technology. In addition, he is a Certified Health Physicist.
Mr. McKamey has an inactive top secret clearance.
Gregg Nishimoto – Mr. Gregg Nishimoto has
more than 30 years of experience in project
management, quality assurance, and safety
programs. As a Chief Test Engineer for three
Los Angeles Class (688) nuclear submarine
overhauls at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, he was
responsible for planning and integrating maintenance and
testing activities to optimize schedules, providing
appropriate conditions to allow maintenance and
alterations to safely proceed, approving test procedures,
and ensuring post-maintenance testing was conducted and
documented to Naval standards. Working for the DOE, he
also successfully managed, until completion, many
high-profile projects at the Rocky Flats Environmental
Technology Site and the Hanford Nuclear Reservation
that fell under the scrutiny of a congressionally appointed
organization. He also possesses demonstrated technical
aptitude and capabilities working with the Los Alamos
National Laboratory to develop and test several processes
that were used successfully in the remediation of the
Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site.
He holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Electrical
Engineering and a Master’s of Science degree in
Biomedical Engineering from the University of Southern
California. Mr. Nishimoto has an inactive top secret
clearance.

From 1990 to 1995 he served as a training specialist at the
Savannah River Site responsible for design, development,
implementation, and evaluation of training programs to
include Radiological Control Training for Radiographers,
Radiation Generating Device Operators and Radiological
Worker Training. He was a recipient of two WSRC Vice
President’s awards for the development and implementation of innovative and cost effective training programs,
including computer-based training.

Richard Poeton – Mr. Richard W. Poeton is a
Certified Health Physicist with more than 30
years of experience in commercial nuclear,
naval nuclear, government laboratory, and
USEPA facilities and organizations. He began
his career as a Radiological Engineer at Knolls Atomic
Power Laboratory, responsible for radiological
engineering and evaluation of laboratory research and
development projects and facilities in support of the
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program. He developed
decommissioning plans and facility release criteria and
performed technical reviews of the decommissioning of
two critical facilities and one waste repository at KAPL,
performed shielding analyses for reactor vessel
decommissioning, and developed instrumentation for
insitu radiological soil surveys.

Since 1995 he has held numerous consulting Radiological
Engineering, Health Physics, and Project Management roles
at complex nuclear facilities, most notably at the Rocky Flats
Closure Project, Idaho National Laboratory and Hanford

At Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (Code 105), he was
responsible for the operations of the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard Radioassay Laboratory, performing radiological
environmental monitoring for U.S. Naval Nuclear Power
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Facilities in the Puget Sound area, and directing the
activities of two health physicists and four technicians.
During a career at the USEPA Seattle office he served as
Radiation Program Manager and Superfund Remedial
Project Manager with EPA oversight of radioactive air
emission compliance at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and
DOE sites Hanford and INL, Superfund cleanup
activities at Hanford and INL ( including the Naval
Reactors Facility), CERCLA radiological risk assessment, emergency planning and exercises at the Columbia Generating Station nuclear plant, and development
of emergency plans for radiological dispersal devices
and improvised nuclear devices.

After the Ford Island project, Mr. Saget was the project
manager for Hawaiian Dredging Construction Company’s construction of a $118M fixed-price 120-MW
Simple-Cycle Combustion Turbine Power Plant for
Hawaiian Electric Company at Barbers Point on Oahu.
He was responsible for subcontract and cost management, directing superintendents and project staff,
oversight of QA/QC program, maintenance of the
project schedule, and subcontractor oversight. The
scope included the power plant, a 3-story control/admin
building, a water plant, eight large storage tanks, and
two miles of piping.

He was the principle author of Planning for the Worst
in Washington State (Health Physics, January, 2009)
and contributed to Planning Guidance for Response to
a Nuclear Detonation (Homeland Security Council,
January 2009). Mr. Poeton holds an M.S. from Oregon
State University in Radiological Health. He has
inactive top secret and (“Q”) clearances.

Mr. Saget resides in Hawaii. He has an M.F.A. (Master
of Fine Arts) in Professional Writing from University
of Southern California and a B.A. in regulatory affairs
from Washington State University. He is certified in
Occupational Safety and Health Management by the
Institute of Safety Systems Management at USC, is a
certified American Society of Quality (ASQ) Auditor,
and a certified ASME NQA-1 Lead Auditor.

Cory Saget – Mr. Saget has more than 40
years experience on large-scale commercial
and government construction projects. He has
served as a Project Manager, Senior
Construction Manager, and Site Superintendent for the DOE, Navy, and commercial entities.
Mr. Saget has over 15 years of nuclear experience at
DOE’s Hanford Site, where he served as a Regulatory
Affairs Manager, QA Manager, Construction Manager,
Health and Safety Lead, and QA Auditor. Mr. Saget
has more than 10 years’ experience in Quality Assurance and Health and Safety in support of large-scale
construction projects. Areas of expertise include
Earthwork and Roads, Electrical and Telecommunications Distribution, Power and Industrial Systems,
Commercial Buildings, Dams and Bridges,Environmental Remediation, and Water Treatment Plants.
Early in his career, Mr. Saget progressed through craft
ranks working as a Class A Union Iron Worker,
Carpenter Foreman, and Superintendent on projects in
California. Relocating to Hawaii, he was a Site Superintendent supervising construction activities for
the U.S. Navy’s $84M Ford Island Master Development Project at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. Activities
included horizontal directional drilling for telecom
subsea crossing, 5 miles of fiber optic cable, 29 miles
of 15 kv cable, 14 miles of asphalt and concrete road
demolition, 2 miles of road resurfacing, 3 miles of
new roads, sewers and lift stations, and construction
of the Ford Island Conference Center (formerly Ford
Island Theater).

Gary Schuetz – Mr. Gary Schuetz has over
40 years of management and technical
experience in the nuclear industry. Following
his service in the U.S. Navy nuclear submarine program, he qualified as a Shift Test
Engineer at the Mare Island Naval Shipyard. His
responsibilities included providing safe isolation and
working conditions for maintenance activities as well
as conducting postmaintenance testing.
At the DOE Rocky Flats site, Mr. Schuetz performed
operational oversight of plutonium processing
operations, and also provided project oversight of key
projects which lead to the closure of the site. He
continues to provide results-oriented management and
technical support to senior project managers at several
DOE EM nuclear cleanup sites. He has an inactive top
secret clearance.
Randy Smith – Mr. Randy Smith has over 35
years of experience in Naval Nuclear Power
Plant operations, maintenance, and testing.
He served in the U.S. Navy from 1972 to
1981. He completed Machinists Mate “A”
School, Nuclear Power School, and Nuclear Prototype
training on the A1W prototype before being assigned to
the USS California (CGN36) in Norfolk, Virginia.
After a three-year tour on the nuclear cruiser,
Mr. Smith completed the Navy’s cryogenics school for
LN2 and LO2 plants. His last active duty was on the
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) as it entered a major overhaul at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS) in 1979.
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rine reactor inactivations and was the division director
for the Nuclear Test Procedure Preparation Division and
recognized as Federal Employee of the Year by the
Honolulu Pacific Federal Executive Board.

processing facilities, nuclear and environmental laboratories, low-level and mixed waste burial grounds, treatment
and storage facilities, transuranic waste retrieval and
repackaging activities, and safety basis documentation.

At the DOE, Hanford Site, Mr. Brown was certified as
a nuclear quality assurance lead auditor under the
requirements of NQA-1 continually since 1987 with
knowledge of all aspects of Quality Assurance (QA),
and has been recognized as an expert in computer
software QA. He also served as lead for five operational
readiness reviews and two Type B accident investigations for the U.S. Department of Energy. At a particularly difficult time he successfully led the effort to
restore both state and federal regulator confidence in the
naval reactor compartment disposal program at the
Hanford Site. More recently, he rewrote the engineering
procedure set for a Department of Energy contractor,
correcting issues with the configuration management
process. Mr. Brown has always been valued by
management for his investigative skills and was
frequently assigned high-profile management
troubleshooting tasks.

He holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and
Mathematics from the United States Naval Academy
and an M.S in Mechanical Engineering from the
United States Naval Postgraduate School. He has
worked closely and effectively with shipyard
executives, managers, test engineers and shop
personnel during ship maintenance periods ranging
from Selected Restricted Availabilities to Refueling
Overhauls, at the San Francisco Naval Shipyard,
Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Ship Repair Facility Subic
Bay, and Bremerton Naval Shipyard. He has conducted Readiness Assessments and Operational Readiness
Reviews for both government and contractor entities
for a variety of activities including the transition from
a Nuclear Hazard Category 3 to 2 facility, receipt and
storage of radioactive sludge, treatment and movement
of aged spent nuclear fuel, and readiness and
operations assessments of all Pacific Fleet nuclear
propulsion surface ships. He has implemented and
supervised training and qualification programs for
civilian and military personnel. Mr. Burrow has an
inactive top secret clearance.

Mr. Brown holds a degree in Nuclear Science from the
State University of New York Maritime College and
also holds a State of Washington science teaching
certificate. Mr. Brown has an inactive top secret
clearance.
Barry Burrow – Mr. Barry Burrow served in
the U.S. Navy, in assignments ranging from
Main Propulsion Assistant to Destroyer
Squadron Commander, for thirty years and
subsequently at the DOE Hanford Site for 14
years in various technical leadership positions. Navy
assignments included Lead Engineering Officer of the
Watch and Staff Training Officer at the D1G Prototype,
including refueling, Engineer Officer of the new
construction nuclear cruiser USS Virginia (CGN-38),
and Executive Officer of the Nuclear Power School in
Orlando, Florida. Command tours included three years
aboard USS Towers (DDG-9) operating out of
Yokosuka, Japan and four years aboard USS California
(CGN-36), including her nuclear reactors refueling and
overhaul at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.
Following his tour aboard California, he served as
Director of the Chief of Naval Operations Ship Material
Readiness Training Program and subsequently as
Commodore of Destroyer Squadron Nine. At the DOE
Hanford Site, Mr. Burrow focused on operations,
engineering, and nuclear safety and was responsible for
as many as thirteen nuclear and radiological facilities.
Oversight included waste repackaging and processing
activities, contaminated and industrial liquid waste

Creighton Chang – Mr. Chang has over 40
years of experience and specialized training
in naval nuclear propulsion plant operations,
maintenance and testing of S3W/S4W, S5W
and S6G reactor plants as a NAVSEA
qualified nuclear Shift Test Engineer, Shift Test
Supervisor, Assistant Chief Test Engineer, and Chief
Test Engineer at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and
Intermediate Maintenance Facility (PHNSY&IMF).
He has expertise in procedure preparations, review and
approval of technical work documents, Joint Test
Group (JTG) approved test / operating procedures, and
in advance planning of availabilities for the primary,
auxiliary and secondary nuclear systems. Mr. Chang
has expertise in leading people as a division head and
program manager in the following areas: Nuclear
Inspection; Assistant Project Superintendent; Nuclear
Facilities; Nuclear Fluid and Nuclear Mechanical
Systems; Radiological Training; Deputy Radiological
Director; Command Performance Improvement
Operations; and Deputy Project Superintendent. Mr.
Chang has expertise in Learning Organization and
Knowledge Management concepts and tools for
effective and efficient learning, leading to continuous
performance improvement. He has experience as a
facilitator of performance improvement events.
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very limited technical documentation. The formal test
program culminated in a sea trial that verified the ship
could achieve full power for a four hour period.
For the remainder of his time at PHNSY, Mr. Au Hoy
worked as a nuclear Shift Test Engineer for numerous
submarine overhauls, refuelings and maintenance
availabilities and as a Chief Test Engineer for two
selected availabilities. These positions required
qualifying for S3/4W, S5W, and S6G classes of
nuclear submarines to conduct nuclear testing under
the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program.
As a General Engineer at COMPACFLT, Mr. Au Hoy
served as Submarine Program Manager, responsible
for the planning, programming, budgeting and execution of depot maintenance at the four naval shipyards
for nuclear submarines assigned to the Pacific Fleet.
This required a detailed knowledge of Capability
Plans, which justified the number of mandays Puget
and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyards proposed to execute
in the future budget year. As program managers
(submarine, Puget, and Pearl Harbor), it was his
responsibility to validate the proposed work, sometimes shifting funds from surface and aircraft carrier
maintenance as necessary to accomplish the work
considered to be mission critical, as well as deferring
and deleting work that did not meet that criteria.
For the past five years, Mr. Au Hoy was also
responsible for preparing and personally briefing the
Fleet Commander daily on the significant material
issues that could impact current and future Fleet
operations for submarines and surface combatants.
Mr. Au Hoy analyzed detailed reports commonly
known as CASREPS (Casualty Reports) and created
succinct information that would allow the Fleet
Commander to understand the current status of his
operational forces.
Mr. Au Hoy has also taught several classes of Introductory Physics to second year apprentices at PHNSY.
Mr. Au Hoy has significant experience and background
in nuclear and non-nuclear ship propulsion systems. He
holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and M.S. in
Electrical Engineering from the University of
California, Davis Campus. He also holds a B.B.A. in
Accounting from the University of Hawaii and is a
graduate of the Army War College. Mr. Au Hoy has an
inactive secret clearance and previously held a top
secret clearance.

Herb Berman – Mr. Herb Berman brings
more than 42 years of experience in the
management, supervision and performance
of nuclear/radiological work, and the
establishment of appropriate safety basis,
conduct of operations and engineering controls in a
working plant environment, and clean-up of radiological waste. As Head Nuclear Engineer and then Nuclear
Engineering Manager at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,
Mr. Berman was responsible for all technical,
operational and testing issues involving reactor plant
matters (i.e., conduct of operations, testing, modification, maintenance, overhaul, and refueling) for nuclear
vessels in the shipyard and for associated shipyard
support facilities. Mr. Berman directed the activities
of the Nuclear Engineering Divisions to support
refueling, overhaul, maintenance and testing of nuclear
vessels, and the supporting activities associated with
Quality Engineering and Radiological Engineering.
Along with his distinguished career in Chief Engineer
positions at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, the DOE
Rocky Flats Plant, the DOE Pantex Plant, and the
DOE Hanford Tank Farms, he is recognized for
“turning around” the performance of nuclear
engineering and operations organizations.
He has directed numerous investigations of nuclear
safety, radiological process chemistry, engineering and
operations-related problems with nuclear and other
hazardous materials, radiological waste handling and
storage, and industrial and nuclear facilities, and
operations safety basis. He has also been instrumental
in establishing and maintaining a viable nuclear safety
culture in both the engineering and operations organizations under his control. Mr. Berman also possesses a
proven track record of technical, managerial and
program management accomplishments, successfully
directing successively larger, more complex
organizations and projects.
Mr. Berman has significant experience and background in metallurgy and materials failure analyses.
He holds a B.S. in Metallurgy and Materials Science
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
completed his doctoral coursework in solid state
physics at the University of Pennsylvania and has an
inactive top secret clearance.
Dave Brown – Mr. Dave Brown has more
than 40 years of nuclear industry experience,
including nearly 15 years of naval shipyard
experience. At Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,
he served as reactor plant Chief Test Engineer during two nuclear submarine refueling overhauls. He also served as project engineer for subma-
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While assigned to the California and Enterprise as a
Nuclear Mechanical Operator, Mr. Smith qualified for
numerous watch stations associated with his rank,
including Engine Room Supervisor and Engineering
Watch Supervisor.
Mr. Smith was hired by Code 2340, the Nuclear
Engineering Department’s testing organization, at PSNS
in 1981. He initially qualified as a Shift Test Engineer
(STE) on S5W reactor plants. As the shipyard work
shifted to other reactor plant designs, he expanded his
qualifications as STE to include C1W, S6G and S8G
reactor plants. As the STE, he was responsible for
establishing nuclear plant conditions to perform repairs
or modifications and for conducting acceptance testing
following completion of repairs or modifications. While
maintaining these qualifications, he filled a number of
supervisory positions including Assistant Chief Test
Engineer (ACTE) for Steam Generator Chemical
Cleaning (SGCC), Planning Assistant Chief Test
Engineer (PACTE) for S5W reactor plant inactivation,
and PACTE for S8G refueling overhauls. As the
PACTE, he represented the Chief Test Engineer and
served as a member of the Joint Test Group in matters
regarding the review and approval of technical documents used to establish plant conditions for refueling
and subsequent criticality testing. Mr. Smith served as
the PACTE for numerous S8G projects including the
first Ohio class refueling and conversion. Mr. Smith also
participated as a Shift Test Supervisor for initial criticality testing on the first two Trident Class refuelings.
In addition to filling the STE role in the shipyard,
Mr. Smith was assigned as the Nuclear Test Engineering Representative (NTER) for shipyard work at
remote sites. As the NTER, he served as the Shipyard
Representative responsible for work authorization,
testing and operation for nuclear work performed
outside the confines of the shipyard. He supported final
certification of work and testing in accordance with
naval standards. While acting as the NTER, he completed numerous assignments at Point Loma, California
on Los Angeles Class submarines, at Kings Bay,
Georgia on Trident Class submarines, and at the Navy’s
nuclear prototype site at Kesselring, New York.
Frequently, he interfaced directly with NAVSEA 08 to
resolve issues not specifically addressed in NAVSEA
approved documents during planning and execution of
the project.
Mr. Smith retired from PSNS in 2008 and has an
inactive secret clearance.

2

Bill Smoot – Mr. Bill Smoot has over 40
years of experience in the nuclear industry,
including at the naval shipyards and the
DOE Hanford Site. While with naval
reactors at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,
he provided oversight of all phases of the overhaul of
naval nuclear propulsion plants ensuring naval
standards were met. Mr. Smoot was responsible for
oversight of the shipyard’s Radiological Controls and
Reactor Defueling programs at Pearl Harbor.
At the DOE Hanford Site, Mr Smoot was the Director
of Quality Assurance and was later promoted to
Assistant Manager of Radiological Safety and
Standards. He has extensive experience in developing
and implementing quality assurance, radiological
control programs for nuclear facilities and operational
oversight. Most notably, he wrote the basis for DOE
Radiological Control Manual and the Implementation
and Training Guide for Commercial Grade Dedication.
Mr. Smoot has developed, implemented, and lead
robust oversight programs that included reviews of
both DOE and contractor programs for Radiological
Controls, Quality (NQA-1 and OCRWM), Safety and
Health, Construction Safety, Conduct of Operations,
and Price Anderson Amendment Act implementation
and compliance. Mr. Smoot has also functioned as a
Mentor for Conduct of Operations and Radiological
Controls program implementation for CH2M HILL in
support of the Tank Farms and Plutonium Finishing
Plant D&D activities. Mr. Smoot has an active top
secret clearance.
Chris Sorensen – Mr. Chris Sorensen has
32 years of experience in operations and
assessment of multiple aspects of a wide
range of nuclear facilities including naval
reactors, commercial reactors and various
high-hazard DOE nuclear facilities. Mr. Sorensen
qualified as a Shift Test Engineer at Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard and was on the overhaul of 4 naval
nuclear propulsion plants. Mr. Sorensen’s
responsibilities included providing safe isolation and
working conditions for maintenance activities as well
as conducting postmaintenance testing.
As an STE, Mr. Sorensen has directed every aspect of
testing and operation of submarine reactor plants, from
resin discharges, to cold operations (including primary
plant hydrostatic testing), establishing and maintaining
freeze seals, hot operations, initial criticality, and
power range testing. At DOE, Mr. Sorensen worked as
a Facility Representative providing operational
oversight of facility operations. As a Senior Resident
Inspector for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, he
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was responsible for addressing and evaluating compliance with government regulations at commercial
nuclear reactor facilities. Mr. Sorensen has an inactive
top secret clearance.
Mark Spears - Mr. Mark Spears was the
President and Group Chief Executive of the
Nuclear Business Group for CH2M HILL,
and responsible for the safe delivery of
nearly $1 billion per annum for nuclear
projects. Mark had full financial and operational
responsibility for Nuclear Business Group performance and was accountable for the safe, high-quality
delivery of all nuclear-related activities for the firm.
Under his direction, the CH2M HILL Nuclear
Business Group served worldwide, commercial, and
government nuclear industries, successfully delivering
large, complex projects in the areas of liabilities
management, fuel cycle, power generation, and
nuclear facility infrastructure management.
Mark has 34 years of experience with increasing
levels of responsibility in the nuclear operations and
decommissioning industry. This includes 20 years in
field nuclear operations with 14 years senior
leadership experience in nuclear operations/decommissioning. Early in his career he was certified by the
U.S. Navy as a nuclear power plant operator, including reactor theory and principles, physics, chemistry,
and metallurgy. He also provided oversight to naval
reactor construction, testing, operations, and refueling
both for Naval Reactors (NR) at HQs and in the field.
Mark provided overall executive leadership of CH2M
HILL’s nuclear work in the UK, including decommissioning activities at Windscale, Harwell, Winfrith and
Dounreay, and operational improvement activities at
Aldermaston for the refurbishment of key operational
and safety systems used in the management of nuclear
materials and disposition of waste.
Mark also provided senior oversight of the management and operation of the DOE HLW Tank Farms
Program, where major activities involved the safe,
efficient operations, retrieval, processing and
disposition of high-level liquid tank waste resulting
from numerous nuclear fuel reprocessing activities,
primarily PUREX, REDOX, and TRUEX chemical
processes. In addition, he oversaw major nuclear
liabilities management activities for the Idaho Cleanup
Program, decommissioning and demolition at the
Savannah River Site and the Hanford River Corridor
Closure project, and environmental restoration and
waste management at the Nevada Test Site, as well as
the recently completed Miamisburg Closure Projects.
Previously, Mark served as President and Chief
Executive Officer of CH2M HILL Hanford Group, Inc,

responsible for executive management and direction of the
management and retrieval of waste from Hanford’s 177
underground storage tanks, which hold 53 million gallons
of radioactive and chemical waste. Earlier, he was
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of
Kaiser Hill Company, LLC, responsible for all day-to-day
activities at the $7 billion U.S. Department of Energy
Rocky Flats Closure Project. Mr. Spears has an inactive
top secret clearance.
Darren Steinhoff - Mr. Darren Steinhoff has
over 30 years of experience and specialized
training in naval nuclear propulsion plant
electrical and electronics equipment. He
specialized in maintenance, planning,
installation, and testing of a wide spectrum of naval
nuclear electrical and electronics equipment. He was
successful in the overall coordination of ship alterations
and modifications on nuclear electrical and electronics
equipment, from cradle to grave, installed in nuclear
submarines and surface ships.
His experience includes 4 years as an assistant test
engineer, testing nuclear propulsion plants; 2 years as
a Radiological Controls Auditor, reviewing and
providing recommendations on radiological controls
practices; and over 25 years as a Lead Nuclear
Electrical and Electronics Engineer. This included
providing: oversight; coordination of engineering
codes, trade shops and vendors; and solutions in the
planning and execution of overhauls and modernization
of nuclear propulsion electrical and electronics
equipment and systems. He designed nuclear support
equipment that monitored naval nuclear plant parameters during ship availabilities and resolved performance
issues associated with these equipment and systems,
many of which continue to be used to aid in the
monitoring of nuclear systems during delicate and
critical operations on ship availabilities.
Mr. Steinhoff served as a Lead Electrical Engineer on all
688 class ships stationed at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
(PHNSY) and Intermediate Maintenance Facility (IMF),
where he managed and provided on-deck engineering
direction on the installation of several new nuclear
electrical and electronic equipment and systems that
were completed ahead of schedule and within budget.
In the nuclear testing branch, he served as a 688 class
pre-planner in a pilot group working on the
maintenance and test package for an overhaul. The
processes developed by this pilot group were incorporated as the functions of the Pre-planning Chief Test
Engineer position for all Navy availabilities at PHNSY
and the process outputs are used in the Advance
Industrial Management (AIM) for Test Readiness.
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Shirley J. Olinger – Ms. Shirley
Olinger is the President and
founder of a newly formed
management and engineering-consulting company
servicing the nuclear, environmental, national security,
defense, and energy industries.
Ms. Olinger has over thirty years
of combined nuclear experience in the Department
of Navy and Department of Energy (DOE)
managing, leading, and performing various nuclear
design, engineering, analysis, and safety policy
development and oversight activities for a wide
variety of programs, facilities, and operations. She
has directed projects that employed more than 5,000
employees with a budget of $1.1 billion per year.
She started her nuclear career at Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard in both the Nuclear Engineering
Department (Code 2300) and the Radiological
Controls Division (Code 105). As a nuclear manager
at Pearl Harbor, she was responsible for providing
engineering and technical support for the overhaul,
refueling, defueling, and testing of naval nuclear
propulsion plants.
Throughout her 25 year career with the Department
of Energy at DOE-HQ, Rocky Flats, Richland Field
Office, and the Office of River Protection, she has
directed nuclear safety, criticality safety, fire
protection, radiological protection, industrial
hygiene, occupational safety and health, quality
assurance, and emergency preparedness programs.
Most notably, Ms. Olinger was the manager of the
DOE’s Office of River Protection where she was
responsible for the safe interim storage, retrieval,
and construction of the world’s largest radiochemical processing facility that will treat and dispose of
53 million gallons of radioactive and chemical
waste left over from the production of nuclear
weapons at the Hanford Site.
Ms. Olinger has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from
University of Hawaii/Purdue University, was a DOE
Senior Technical Manager during her DOE career,
attended the Naval Nuclear Power School at Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard, and holds an active top
secret (“Q”) clearance.

David Amerine – Mr. David Amerine has
more than 45 years of experience in the
nuclear industry. He began his distinguished
career in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard,
assigned to a nuclear submarine undergoing
overhaul. After seven years in the Navy and completing doctoral work in nuclear engineering, Amerine
became an operator on the Fast Flux Test Facility, a
prototype breeder reactor. While there, he rose through
various levels of supervision, management, and executive positions of increasing responsibility and diversity.
He possesses a proven track record of managerial and
program management accomplishments, successfully
directing successively larger, more complex organizations and projects as he moved into the executive
ranks. He ultimately became recognized in the nuclear
industry for his expertise in project management, in
conduct of operations, and in establishing safety
conscious work environments.
He was a member of the leadership team or the leader
brought in to recover eight different troubled nuclear
plants or projects. The most recent accomplishment, as
president of the company, was restoring stakeholder
confidence and reinstatement of the NRC operating
license Nuclear Fuel Services, the sole provider of the
Navy’s nuclear fuel.
He has participated in or led numerous investigations
of project management, safety culture, nuclear safety,
engineering, or operations-related problems of nuclear
facilities in both the DOE nuclear and commercial
nuclear environments.
Mr. Amerine holds a B.S. in Math and Nuclear Physics
from the Naval Academy, a M.S. in Management
Science from the Naval Post Graduate School, an
executive MBA certificate from Harvard, and the
aforementioned doctoral work at Oregon State University. He has an inactive top secret clearance.
Richert Au Hoy – Mr. Richert Au Hoy has
more than 42 years of ship maintenance
experience, including 11 years of naval
shipyard experience.
For five years at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
(PHNSY), Mr. Au Hoy served as Chief Test Engineer
during a number of overhauls for surface combatants.
This position required developing detailed knowledge
of ship steam propulsion systems and their supporting
components, then developing test procedures and
acceptance criteria for certifying shipyard work from
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As a member of the first engineering group of the Basic
Advance Industrial Management (BAIM) used on a
non-nuclear surface craft, Mr. Steinhoff provided the
lessons learned to aid in the development of nuclear
products currently used in the BAIM successor,
Advance Industrial Management (AIM).

Our company is distinguished
by our diverse team of former
professionals and managers,
industry specialists, and nationally
recognized engineers and scientists.
We provide objective and pragmatic
solutions and guidance to assist
our clients in delivering quality
and sustainable results safely,
consistently and cost-effectively.
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With new government policies on hazardous waste and
hazardous waste with radioactivity (mixed waste), Mr.
Steinhoff, with an associate engineer, complied and
authored a procedure that provided a central instruction
that explained the government policies, described what
is considered hazardous waste and mixed waste, and
provided processes to determine how to identify, tag,
and handle, from point of origination to shipyard
facilities, that process these wastes. This central
instruction was used for several years until the nuclear
program incorporated it into it’s corporate manuals.
Mr. Steinhoff holds a B.S degree in Electronics Engineering Technology from DeVry Institute of Technology.
James Wicks – Mr. Wicks has over 46 years
of related experience and is a recognized senior
engineering manager with demonstrated
success in operations, maintenance and
engineering in both nuclear and nonnuclear
naval systems and Department of Energy federal and
contractor missions at Hanford, WA. He is highly skilled
in managing and technically supporting the development
of new and existing systems and projects, and providing
the engineering and maintenance support to upgrade
existing systems and facilities as demonstrated by his
performance as the Director of the NAVSEA Shipyard
Representative’s Office at Pearl Harbor and at the
Department of Energy’s Hanford Site. As a 24-year
naval veteran, he is thoroughly familiar with navy

submarine and surface warfare vessels. Mr. Wicks also
provides in-depth capabilities in nuclear safety and
conduct of operations, in addition to the ability to work
with environmental regulators to ensure compliance with
state and federal laws and regulations.
Jim established the Naval Sea System Command
(NAVSEA) Shipyard Representative’s Office (NSRO)
at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard as its first Director. The
position reported to Vice Admirals Peter Nanos and
Paul Sullivan, Commander, Naval Seas System
Command (NAVSEA). Responsibilities included
oversight of naval shipyard non-nuclear engineering
and production shops. Additional responsibilities
included oversight of dry dock operations and
preservation and oversight of radiographic non-destructive testing laboratories. He provided independent
review and assessment of naval shipyard non-nuclear
operations. Mr. Wicks qualified as Inspector General
Team leader for assessing the Navy’s field engineering
offices at shipyards, and as a supervisor of shipbuilding
locations and is qualified as a SUBSAFE program
assessor.
Jim is a twenty-four year naval veteran filling
progressively challenging leadership roles in positions
including Repair Officer, Chief Engineer, Submarine
Command Staff Officer, and Radiological Controls
Officer. Mr. Wicks retired May 1992 as a Commander
(O-5). His professional qualifications include Submarines, Surface Warfare, and Engineering Duty Officer
with sub-specialties in nuclear engineering, Marine
Engineering, Docking Officer, and Naval Intelligence.
He has a Master’s Degrees in Nuclear Engineering and
Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering from Purdue University.
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Naval Shipyard

Management & Technical Consulting Services

Independent Strategic Management Solutions, Inc.

is a management and engineering consulting company that helps
government and private organizations to effectively address
challenges while balancing competing priorities. We have extensive experience servicing the nuclear
industry, including the nuclear navy shipyards, commercial nuclear power industry, and Department
of Energy (DOE) weapons and environmental clean-up programs. We also specialize in providing
engineering and operational support for the maintenance, overhaul, refueling, defueling, and testing
of naval nuclear propulsion plants. This support includes: preparing and reviewing technical work
documents; assisting with operational, startup, commissioning and test readiness reviews; conducting
training; performing independent audits and assessments; and ensuring robust work control, work
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